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Trangitional Words and Phrases

‘ransitional words and phrases show the retatlonship between |deas Transitions are used to link
ideas within a sentence, within a paragraph, or wnthm a ionger plece of writing. Transitions help the
reader to follow the wnter‘s train of thought - :

Let’s say 1 want to show the relationship between these two sentences
The fiver was gradually changing tts coume The chﬁ contrnued to erode.
Is the rlver causmg the’ eros:on or not‘7 Addlng a transutlonal can help the reader to know the answer. -

The nver was gradually changmg n‘s course; therefore the chﬁ contmued to erode

Different transmonai modifiers |mpiy dlfferent meanlngs how does the meanlng change in each of the
followmg‘? : S

The niver was graduaily changmg :ts course. In add:tron the cliff contmued fo emde

The nver was gradually changmg n‘s course; however the chff contmued to erode -

Below are e ltst of .trahsitiOngl words and Qhrases: "

" To-compare or link similar ideas:

also - moreover -~ inaddition A - too

besides furthermore in the same way each of

similarly both and likewise

To contrast er limit ideas:

however nevertheless on the other hand still

‘even so although and yet but
conversely in spite of neither...nor on the contrary
instead

To indicate time or position:

meanwhile eventuaily first (second, etc.) before
afterward nearby later soon
To show cause and effect:
therefore as a resuit accordingly
consequently thus because
To offer a summary, an example or a conclusion:
for instance for example after all
in fact in conclusion in other words _
on the whole in short _ on the other hand

as a result ' ' " therefore ' thus



Exercise 3: (5 points)
~ Directions: In a well-supported paragraph or two, take a stand on the following statement. Boys and

girls should/should not go to separate schools. You must use a minimum of 5 transitional
expressions and support your opinions with specific examples.




