Poetry Response to Literature Unit

Grade 8
3 Weeks
Lia Izenberg
Edna Brewer Middle School

Unit Overview:

This unit was an add-on to our poetry unit where we studied mostly
about figurative language and theme, and the way that poetry use
figurative language and other literary devices (such as alliteration,
mood or tone) to create the theme of the work. The unit was
developed based on a structure similar to the structure they had used
for writing persuasive essays (Step Up to Writing Model). We
developed the unit because we wanted the students to take their
analysis of poetry a little farther and look at the poem as a whole, and
why the author chose to present it in the way that they did. This also
ties in to some of the larger themes of the year, which was author’s
purpose and why authors or writers make the choices that they do.

Essential Questions:
¢ What is response to literature?

e How can I say what a famous author was trying to do?
* What does what I think matter, anyway?’

Standards Assessed:

2.2 Write responses to literature:

a. Exhibit careful reading and insight in their interpretations.

b. Connect the student's own responses to the writer's techniques and to specific textual
references.

¢. Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.

d. Support judgments through references to the text, other works, other authors, or to
personal knowledge.

Writing Strategies 1.1 Create compositions that establish a controlling impression, have
a coherent thesis, and end with a clear and well-supported conclusion.



Writing Strategies 1.3: Support theses with or conclusions with analogies, paraphrases,
quotations, opinions from authorities, comparisons, and simile devices.

Writing Strategies 1.2: Establish coherence among paragraphs through effective
transitions, parallel structures, and simile writing techniques.

Writing Strategies 1.6: Revise writing for word choice; appropriate organization;
consistent point of view; and transitions between paragraphs, passages, and ideas.

Curriculum Materials

 All of the writing instruction methods were adapted from the Step Up to
Writing curriculum, however the graphic organizers and lessons do not
HAVE to be revolved around that. It was a method that my students had
previously learned and used for persuasive and expository essays that we
adapted to use with the Response to Literature. The graphic organizers,
specifically the scaffolding for the paragraphs, would be helpful regardless
of whether or not you use Step Up to Writing.

o All poems came from the internet after being recommended by other
teachers. Two of the poems, “The Cremation of Sam McGee,” and “O
Captain, My Captain” came from the Holt Second Course Lit Book for the
8th grade. Any of these poems could be Google searched to get a full copy,
however the copies are included here (with the exception of those from the
Holt book).

Assessment Tools
e Students were assessed using the district holistic rubric (a hard copy
mcluded with the unit materials). Students were given a score from 1-4,
and then within that score a point level as well.

Acronyms:
The following acronyms are used in the unit materials and are explained below:
» SPLAT = a way to analyze poetry. Stands for Speaker, Purpose, Literary
Devices, and Theme/Tone.
» SWBAT = Students will be able to...

e RTL = Response to Literature

Learning Outcomes: See unit plan on calendar for daily student
objectives.

Teacher Commentary:

* The unit worked very well; having them write from a poem that we had
previously studied was wise because the kids felt more connected to the essay.
The kids were allowed to choose any poem we had talked about, even if just
briefly, during the poetry unit proceeding the response to literature unit. They
liked to be able to pick a poem that they felt connected to and that spoke to them.



* To evaluate the quality of student work, I was able to use the holistic rubric.
This was helpful in seeing the piece as a whole, and not bit by bit, and really also
helps in gauging the students’ growth as writers from the beginning of the year or
years past.

* One thing that was particularly helpful was having students write the paper bit
by bit, then put their draft together and then revise as a whole. This was great
because all students were able to access the material. For students of lower
writing readiness, I provided templates to help guide them in writing paragraphs
— not fill in the blank, but more guides with a “what goes where” feel. I gave
students who felt ready the option not to use these tools, which they also
appreciated. In addition, having students choose the poem they were to discuss
gave them the freedom of choosing something simple with only one prominent
literary device (Langston Hughes’ “Dreams,” for example) as opposed to
something more difficult and nuanced (“O Captain, My Captain” by Walt
Whitman). .

* Another thing that was useful was the idea of writing the body paragraphs first,
and then going back and completing the introduction and conclusions together. I
found that the quality of introductions and conclusions was a lot better than I had
seen in previous writing units — there was more of a cohesive nature between the
intro and conclusions (that is, they tied back in with one another more visibly),
because they had been written together and the thought process was the same
when writing both.

* Something that I would focus more on in the future would be more conventions
and mechanics, such as the way to cite quotes from a poem (or from any piece of
literature) in an essay. Even simple things such as capitalizing titles that you are
discussing are skills that need to be explicitly taught and practiced, no matter
how simple. Many kids had not written about literature before, and lacked
conventions skills we might overlook.



( Unit 5: Responsé—\

s to

Literature Essay
By the end of this
unit, I will write a
proficient CAHSEE
Level response to
Literature essav.

We will learn:

We will learn what Response to Literature means and
how it is different from other kinds of essays

We will learn what is necessary to be included in a
RTL essay

We will write a proficient level RTL essay on a poem

We will prepare ourselves for high school level
English classes and the CAHSEE exam!

We will ask:

What is response to literature?
How can I say what a famous author was trying to do?
What does what I think matter, anyway?

We will ponder;

Response to literature is a specific genre of essay
where you make a claim about what the author was
trying to “say” with their writing, and you back it
up with evidence.

The reader is the one who has to interpret the work
using the clues that the author purposefully gives
you. Whether or not you are “right” is not really the
point.



¢ Every reader’s interpretation matters because every
individual sees things differently - the author has
set out clues for you to use, and good readers know
how to look for and interpret these clues.



Ms. Izenberg’s Planning Calendar

2007-8
English 2
Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1-Q1 March 17th 18 19 20 21
SWBAT define SWBAT read poem to | SWBAT analyze and SWBAT share SWBAT see second two
“what is response | be analyzed for the revise three body revisions of body body paragraphs
to lit” RTL essay (for my paragraphs for RTL paragraphs and modeled with an
SWBAT determine | essay) and do SPLAT essay justifications. emphasis on
what makes a “4” | SWBAT dissect SWBAT see 15t body transitioning between
response to lit prompt for essay and paragraph modeled. paragraphs (last
essay choose which element SWBAT write their own | sentence of previous
SWBAT compare | of SPLAT they will be 15t body paragraph. paragraph)
and contrast to writing about in their SWBAT write second
persuasive essay | essay (writing about two body paragraphs.
by comparing the | the theme, but how
two structures. does the author show
it — what element of
splat?)
2 March 31 April 1 2 3 4
Cesar Chavez Day | SWBAT share body | SWBAT analyze and SWBAT analyze sample | SWBAT rank and
— No SCHOOL paragraphs and rank sample conclusions, look at analyze whole essays
revise using the introductions exemplars SWBAT rank their own
rubric SWBAT write their SWBAT write their own | essay on the rubric,
own introduction (may | conclusion pinpoint necessary
need an extra day for changes
the thesis)
3 i 30 31 Nov. 1 2
SWBAT work with a
partner to revise Questions:
essays based on their Should there be a
own ideas for day for pre-writing
changes. at all, or are we just
going to skip that?
Any brainstorming?
Will students really
be able to write their




body paragraphs
without having a
thesis first? Isn’t
that against
everything we have
told them? DO they
need to at least have
an idea of what they
are trying to prove,
even if its not in
thesis form?
Should we take an

extra day to do the
thesis?

Nov. 5 6 i 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 30 _




Dec. 3

22

23

24

25

206




Weekly Menu
Week of 3.17.08
Unit 5 — Response to Literature - Week 1

Day

Bread and Butter
(Mandatory Work)

Appetizers
(C Level)

Entrée
(B Level)

Dessert
(A Level)

Monday
SWBAT
compare
and
conirast
pers. And
RTL

“Strand” of the week
Essay structure notes
Venn Diagram Activity

None

None

None

Tuesday
SWBAT do
SPLAT for
their poem
to analyze

SPLAT worksheet for Ms.
I’s poem

Finish SPLAT worksheet and fill-in-

the-blank thesis statement

None

None

Wed.
SWBAT
analyze and
revise body
paragraphs

Ms. I's anaylsis
Group paragraph analysis

Solo paragraph analysis

Analyze another
paragraph

Analyze a 3™ paragraph

Thursday
SWBAT
write their
Jfirst body
paragraph

Body Paragraph Samples

Write a body paragraph

Analyze your own body
paragraph

None

Friday
SWBAT
write 2nd
and 3rd
paragraphs

“Strand” Quiz

Write 2™ and 3™ body paragraphs

using the template

None

None

Points Possible for the week: SCORE:

Mandatory 125

Total C Points: 110.5

/35 = Y%

Total B Points 12 Total A Points /5




Lesson Plan 3

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

/17

SWBAT define “Literary Response and Analysis” strand.

SWBAT compare and contrast the structures of a persuasive essay to the structure/purpose of a response to literature essay.

¥ Give students a templates (this is for them to record the structure of a
response to lit essay —should have Venn diagram on the other side).
Have them highlight the templates like they know how — 3 min. Go over
the persuasive one on the overhead (they don’t copy, just watch).

¥ Hand students two essays — on persuasive and one response to lit. Have the
students in groups read both of the essays. Give a few minutes for this. Or,
they should have half the group read one and the other half read the other.

v Then, students create a Venn Diagram in their groups for pers. and
response to literature essays. We are looking for purpose, characteristics,
parts, etc.

v Share out Venn with the class. Take down important items on notes,
which the students copy down themselves.

v Then go back to the template and have kids label the parts of the essay.
Quotes will REMAIN WHITE

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the

ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
% | concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
§ mastered the objective? lesson?
& v v Persuasive essays and RTL essays
&0 have key differences.
E v Both are persuading, but the
8 structures are a little different.

v The key is that RTL essays use
support from the text (evidence) and
are making a claim about the text.

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s MATERIALS.
objective?

v Students do “Strand” of the week — introduce them to the strand of the week
(do literary response and analysis). Go through the square to prep them on
what it is.

v Make sure they understand why they are doing this — what it will help them
with now that they are SQOOO0 close to being on top of the CST!

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v Students then look at the differences between persuasive and response to lit
essays. First, have students brainstorm together (and put on the overhead) all
the major aspects of a persuasive essay. What’s special about it? What do
they include? What are you doing with them? What’s the purpose?

o v Make sure to write down or probe for points that they don’t come up with

5] themselves.

5" v Now, ask them to do the same with response to lit. Don’t give them too much
g — more will come later. What is response to literature is the question.

@2 | GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
8 | you have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?




objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

¥ Students complete an exit slip that has them writing down the major
differences and similarities between pers. and RTL essays, and the
important things they need to remember when writing a RTL essay.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?

v




Response to Literature Essay Structure

1. What is a response to lit essay?

2. What do I include in my introduction?

4. What are my 3 body paragraphs?

5. What do I put in my conclusion?

6. What color are the QUOTES in a
response to lit essay?

A response to lit essay is...

It is important to be able to write a response
to lit essay, because...

An introduction is made up for two parts

1)

2)

The is important, because
it....

The tells the reader what

you are going to prove or explain in your
essay

The are three parts to each body paragraph
1)

2)

3)

In a response to lit essay the best evidence
you can provide is a

There are 2 parts to the conclusion
1)
2)

The quotes in RTL essays are



Response to Literature Essay Structure



3.17.08
Venn Diagram
Comparing Persuasive to Response to Literature

Compare the following aspects of Persuasive and RTL essays:
e Purpose
¢ Structure
¢ Characteristics



Teenage Drivers Can Be Dangerous!

(Example Persuasive Essay) essay with the structure color coding.

Teenage Drivers Can Be Dangerous!
By Olive Writing

Speed limits, pedestrians, traffic, even road hazards! These are all things drivers
must navigate every time they set foot behind the wheel of a car. Drivers must pay full
attention to things happening all around them in order to maintain the safety of their own
vehicle and vehicles around them. Good drivers take this responsibility seriously, and
always take precautions like obeying seat belt laws, following traffic orders, and paying
attention to hazards. Sadly, too many teenagers get excited about driving and operate
vehicles recklessly. When friends drive recklessly, they put not only themselves at risk,
but also anyone else in the car and everyone else around them on the road.

To begin, reckless driving is a personal risk. Choosing to disobey speed limits or
traffic laws may seem like fun or excitement, but it actually is a sign of someone who is
reaching outward for something they are missing inside. Someone who seeks adventure
should find a better way of achieving a rush than by speeding or racing. At high speeds,
even the smallest mistake or misjudgment can be catastrophic, putting the driver at high
risk for death or injury. A turn taken too quickly can send a car spinning over sideways,
and the driver’s adventure-seeking would be forever over.

Additionally, if a driver is operating a vehicle with passengers, reckless driving is
even more dangerous for everyone involved. To illustrate, imagine a teenager who is
driving while distracted with passengers. Passengers depend on their drivers to transport
them safely, but sometimes drivers don’t pay enough attention, They may be using their
cell phone, changing radio stations, or paying too much attention to the other people in
the car. They may even drive carelessly or haphazardly, further putting those passengers
atrisk. The statistics of car accidents get worse and worse every year and passengers are
always the innocent victims—they had no control over the course of the car. Their lives
can be forever changed by the drivers of the vehicle they happen to be in.

Some teenagers may say that they choose to drive recklessly because they want to
impress others, or feel invincible. The sad reality is that in the end, those choices can
have life-altering consequences. Driving fast, or racing, or making fancy maneuvers only
put others in danger, instead of impressing them Teenagers should look for safer, more
permanent ways to stand out. They can turn to sports, or hobbies to find ways to stand out
from others. That way they are not only creating something better inside of themselves,
but also having a chance to meet other people who are interested in the same things.

All'in all, reckless driving is dangerous to the driver, the passenger, and anyone
else on the road. Teenagers need to take the responsibility of driving seriously—they
truly are operating a weapon and need to treat it as such. Instead of seeking adventure
behind the wheel of a car, they should find hobbies or activities in which to express
themselves. That way, everyone wins.

Directions: Highlight the essay following persuasive



Sample Response to Literature Essay
Theodore Rothke’s “My Papa’s Waltz”: Not the Dance It Seems

Imagine a child having an experience happen to him. Years later, the child’s
memory changes. The memory becomes something different in order to avoid the pain of
what really happened. In Theodore Rothke’s poem “My Papa’s Waltz,” a childhood
memory between father and son is recounted. The theme of the poem is unclear: is the
memory one of happiness and play, or something darker? Through his use of similes,
hyperbole, and extended metaphor, Rothke creates a story of childhood abuse to show us
the theme that alcohol can lead to violence.

To begin, Roethke uses similes to create a negative and abusive mood in the
poem. In the first stanza, the speaker, a child, says “The whiskey on your breath/could
make a small boy dizzy;/ but T held on like death:/ such waltzing was not easy.” The
simile “held on like death” gives a different tone to the seemingly happy scene of a father
and son playfully dancing together, as if something more dangerous is happening. A
child who dances with a parent in a happy scene does not describe the act as holding on
“like death.” Instead they might say, I held on tight, or something like this. This simile
includes a word that is supposed to show abuse: “held on like death” is clearly a choice
that Roethke made on purpose to show his theme to the reader.

Secondly, Roethke’s use of hyperbole also points to the poem being about child
abuse and the violence of alcoholism. The following lines from the second stanza have
hyperbole: “We romped until the pans/Slid from the kitchen shelf”. Roethke is using
extreme exaggeration here to show just how crazy this “romping” really is — if the father
and son were just dancing, the pans would not slide from the kitchen shelf. This is
hyperbole, so of course they didn’t actually slide, but Roethke uses this exaggeration to
show that the father and son weren’t just dancing, but rather, fighting. As with all
figurative language, you have to read between the lines, and these lines clearly show that
the poem is about abuse and violence.

Lastly, Roethke uses an extended metaphor to make the whole poem about
“waltzing,” when it is actually about child abuse. The entire poem is in itself a metaphor,
describing a painful memory of abuse as a more lighthearted “waltz,” or “dance.” The
father is described as being heavily drunk: “The whiskey on your breath/ Could make a
small boy dizzy,” a careful use of hyperbole to describe the father’s state at the time. In
the line “you beat time on my head,” Roethke is trying to make the reader think of music
and waltzing, while at the same time talking about child abuse. Although the father is
keeping time to the music, he is doing it on the child’s head and hitting him. All of these
examples show that the whole entire poem is a metaphor comparing waltzing to child
abuse.

In conclusion, Through word choice, figurative language, and rhythm and rhyme,
Rothke creates a tense poem that is at once playful and yet also sinister. A careful reader
must unpack the layers to reveal that the “waltz” Rothke describes is in fact a story of a
child’s memory of abuse. Here, poetic form and meaning work almost like two waltzing
partners, dancing through a kitchen, with opposing steps, each singing a different tune.



3.17.08 Exit Slip NAME :

1. What are TWO main differences between persuasive and
response to literature essays?

2. What is most important kind of evidence you can have in
a Response to Literature essay?

3. What are the parts of a paragraph for Response to
Literature Essay?

1)
2)

3)

3.17.08 Exit S8lip NAME :

1. What are TWO main differences between persuasive and
response to literature essays?

2. What is most important kind of evidence you can have in
a Response to Literature essay?

3. What are the parits of a paragraph for Response to
Literature Essay?

1)
2)

3)



Lesson Plan 3.18.08 Tuesday

Defining Success

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

SWBAT write a RTL body paragraph including RAP, intreduced guote, analysis and concluding sentence.
ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
mastered the objective? lesson?
v Students will hand in independent v RTL body paragraphs have a RAP
practice paragraph. and concluding sentence (both
yellow), a quote (white) and analysis
of the quote (red).

v There are many ways to introduce a
quote, but we’ll focus on two: “For
example, this quote shows...” and
“The following quote illustrates...”

v When you analyze a quote, you are
going into detail about how it
supports your thesis about the poem.

v Concluding sentence is the same
color as the RAP because it
summarizes the sentence and goes
back to your point.

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s MATERIALS.
objective?

v Have prompt as the DO Now — what do you think the prompt is asking you
to do? How do authors often show the theme in poetry?

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v Students take notes on the structure of the RTL paragraphs. Students
highlight the parts while simultaneously looking at the sentence starters. 5
mins

v _ Ms. Izenberg models highlighting a paragraph with this structure. 3 mins

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners atterpt to explain or do what
you have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

Lesson Cycle

¥ Students highlight — 4 min.

v Model writing a paragraph using “The Sky is Low” by Emily Dickinson,
Refer to poster and create a paragraph (give them the theme and explain
how I am writing about personification and how it creates the theme).

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

¥ 15 minutes: Students write a paragraph in pairs (or threes) using
another example of personification and the sentence starters.
¥ __Share out at the end if there is time,

CLOSING. How wilt you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?




v Students take an exit slip.




3.18.08
Notes - the Structure of an RTL body paragraph

Part I: Writing Strong RTL Body Paragraphs - What Do You
Need?

Highlight the structure outline below. The sentence starters are
there for you to refer back to whenever you are writing at RTL
egsay:

RAP:
¢ First of all, the author uses...
¢ To begin, one example of....occurs in the .....stanza...
e Initiallv. the author uses....to illustrate...

INTRO/QUOTE:
e For example, in this quote, the author shows..... Fquote”
¢ In the following quote, the author illustrates.... :“gquote”
ANALYSIS:

» This quote illustrates the idea that...

* [rom this quote, we can see...

+ The theme is clearly demonstrated here because...
¢ This quote illustrates the theme in that it shows...

CONCLUDING SENTENCE:
e As you can see, the theme is shown by this example....
o This example of a (metaphor, simile, personification, etc.) relates the theme
to the reader because...

¢ The author uses this example of a .....to show....
o (Clearlv the anthor made the choice ta hecanse

Highlight the sample paragraph below with Ms. Izenberg according
the colors of the RTL paragraph.

To begin, Roethke uses similes to create a negative and abusive mood in the
poem. In the first stanza, the child speaker says, “The whiskey on your breath/could
make a small boy dizzy;/ but I held on like death:/ such waltzing was not easy.” The
simile “held on like death” gives a different tone to the seemingly happy scene of a father
and son playfully dancing together, as if something more dangerous is happening, and
illustrates the theme of child abuse and violence. A child who dances with a parent in a
happy scene does not describe the act as holding on “like death.” Instead they might say,
I held on tight, or something like this. Cleary, this simile includes a word that is supposed
to show abuse, and is obviously a choice that Roethke made on purpose to show his
theme to the reader.



Highlight this next paragraph with a partner.

Secondly, Roethke also uses hyperbole to point to the theme about child abuse
and the violence of alcoholism. The following lines from the second stanza have
hyperbole: “We romped until the pans/Slid from the kitchen shelf”. In this quote,
Roethke is using extreme exaggeration to demonstrate just how crazy this “romping”
really is — if the father and son were just dancing, the pans would not slide from the
kitchen shelf. This is hyperbole, so of course they didn’t actually slide, but Roethke uses
this exaggeration to show that the father and son weren’t just dancing, but rather,
fighting. As with all figurative language, you have to read between the lines, and these
lines clearly show that the poem is about abuse and violence.

Part II: Writing Strong Body Paragraphs - How To
Write It?

The gky is low, the clouds are mean,
A travelling flake of snow
Across a barn or through a rut
Debates if it will go.

A narrow wind complains all day
How some one treated him;
Nature, like us, is sometimes caught
Without her diadem.

With Ms. Izenberg, watch as she uses “The Sky Is Low” by Emily
Dickinson to write a paragraph. She is writing about the theme
(everyone has their bad days) and saying that Dickinson uses
persconification to show that theme):

RAP:

INTRO/QUOTE:

ANALYSIS:

CONCLUDING SENTENCE:




3.18.08
Writing a Response to Literature Paragraph
Classwork - 10 points participation

* With a partner, follow Ms. Izenberg’s model and write
another paragraph for this paper about “The Sky is
Low” by Emily Dickinson. Make sure you follow the
model and use the sentence starters from your notes!

* Highlight the sections of your paragraph when you are
done.

Poem: “The Sky is Low”
Goal: To prove that Dickinson’s theme is “Everyone has
their bad days, ” through her use of personification.

RAP

INTRO/QUOTE:

ANALYSIS:

CONCLUDING SENTENCE:

Check yourself - does your paragraph.

* Have a RAP that states what the paragraph will say?



Have a quote that supports the RAP, and is well
introduced?

Have a good amount of analysis sentences that explain
the quote?

Have a summarizing “concluding sentence” that
restates the RAP?



C Level
3.18.08
Highlight and Justify

Directiong:

e Highlight the following paragraph (or label if you
don’t have highlighters at home, or use colored
pbencils, etc).

* Then justify your answers below and answer the
questions.

Lastly, Roethke uses an extended metaphor to make the whole poem about
“waltzing,” when it is actually about child abuse. The entire poem is in itself a metaphor,
describing a painful memory of abuse as a more lighthearted “waltz,” or “dance.” In the
following quote, the father is described as being heavily drunk: “The whiskey on your
breath/ Could make a small boy dizzy.” This quote is a careful use of hyperbole to
describe the father’s state at the time. In the line “you beat time on my head,” Roethke is
trying to make the reader think of music and waltzing, while at the same time talking
about child abuse. Although the father is keeping time to the music, he is doing it on the
child’s head and hitting him. All of these examples show that the whole entire poem is a
metaphor comparing waltzing to child abuse.

Sentence Color How did Which Sentence Stem
you know? Used?

Lastly,
Roethke
uses an
extended
metaphor
to make
the whole
poem about
“waltzing,
" when it
is
actually
about
child
abuse.

Sentence Color How did Which Sentence Stem
you know? Used?

In the




following
quote, the
father is
described
a8 being
heavily
drunk :
“The
whiskey on
your
breath/
Could make
a small boy
dizzy. ”

Sentence

Color

How did
you know?

Sentence Stem Used

This guote
is a
careful
use of
hyperbole
to
describe
the
father’s
state at
the time.
In the
line *“vyou
beat time
on my
head, ~
Roethke is
trying to
make the
reader
think of
music and
waltzing,
while at
the same
time
talking
about
child
abuse.




Sentence Color How did Sentence Stem Used
you know?

All of
these
examples
show that
the whole
entire
poem is a
metaphor
comparing
waltzing
to child
abuse.

l. Does this paragraph have all the necessary components?
Why or why not?

2., What would you do to improve this paragraph? Would you
change anything?

3. Is this paragraph convineing? Why or why not?




3.18.08
Prompt Dissection

Response to Literature Prompt:

What literary devices does the author use to express the theme.

What is it asking What do I need in How will I organize
me to do? order to write this my paragraphs?
essay?




Lesson Plan 3/ f 7 |

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

SWBAT defermine what is missing from, and revisem three body paragraphs for their response fo literature essay.

# | ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main

8 | concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your

& | mastered the objective? lesson?

& v v All body paragraphs for RTL are not

;E created equal — there are often errors

A in response to lit paragraphs that

take away from their effectiveness.

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s MATERIALS.
objective?

v

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v Students get three body paragraphs on paper.

v For the first one, go over it on the overhead. Think aloud what is wrong with
it and what needs to be changed and annotate this on the paper. Use the
rubric to do this analysis.

v Fill out a revisions sheet below the paragraph that details what I would do to
change the paragraph and why.

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
you have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

Lesson Cycle

¥ Students, in their groups, get a paragraph (the 2™ one on the sheet).
Students use what they just saw to do a similar analysis — looking over the
paragraph using the rubric. Give it a score and then detail what it needs to be
a level three.

v Then switch with a neighboring group and make sure that they have the
same score and reasoning. Make comments on the neighbors paragraph.

v Share comments.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

v ___Students do the Iast paragraph on their own.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and jts link to past and future learning?

v Students get three more paragraphs for HW> They have to do one for C level
and RE-WRITE it.

v 2 for B level

v 3 for C Level




3.19.08
Notes/Sample

What makes a good Body Paragraph in a
Response to Literature Essay? Rate and Revise!!!

Page:

Feature

Original Sentence

Revision/Additions

Score?

RAP:

First, the author
has an example
of...

Second, in ... the
author uses. ..

Furthermore,

Moreover,

Intro/Quote:

- For example, in
the following
quote:

- The following
quote shows:

Analysis:

--This means. ..
--This quote ties
in with the mood
because...

--The relevance
of this is...

--The author is
trying to show
that. ..

Concluding
Sentence:

As you can see,
the author uses...

The author
clearly uses...

Obviously, ...is
an example of ...




3.19.08 Paragraph Analysis and

Revision
“Mother to Son” And turnin' corners,
By Langston Hughes And sometimes goin' in the dark

Where there ain't been no light.

Well, son, Il teil you:
Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.

It's had tacks in it, So boy, don't you turn back.

And splinters, Don't you set down on the steps

And boards torn up, ‘Cause you finds it's kinda hard.

And places with no carpet on the floor - Don't you fall now -

Bare. For I'se still goin', honey,

But all the time I'se still climbin’,

I'se been a-climbin' on, And fife for me ain't been no crystal stair,

And reachin’ landin's,

THESIS: In the poem “Mother to Son”, Langston Hughes has the mother (the
speaker} use a metaphor comparing her life to a broken-down staircase to show
that even if life is hard, you must still climb on.

Paragraph #1: Ms. Izenberg Reviges

First, the mother (speaker) uses a metaphor to first
say what her life was not. When she says this, she is
comparing the stairs to the journey of life. A life that
has been like a crystal stair would have been easy and
painless, and beautiful all the time. But when she talks
about how life hasn’t been a crystal stair, the mother
means that it hasn’t been easy for her to go through life.

We are not perfect and life isn’t perfect,

1. T give this paragraph a out of 4 because..

2. In order to improve this paragraph, I would need to

change/add:



Paragraph #2: Your group revises

Second, the mother use another metaphor. She says,
“* [My life has] had tacks in it/And splinters/And boards
torn up/And places with no carpet on the floor/Bare.” If a
life had boards torn up, that would mean that the life was
really hard and tough at times to get through, with some
major obstacles along the way. When we think about tacks
and splinters, we think of pain, just like the pain of

life.

l. I give this paragraph a out of 4 because..

2. In order to improve this paragraph, I would need to

change/add:



C Level
3.19.08

Directions: First, score the paragraph on a scale of one to four,
four being the highest. Then, often suggestions on how to improve
each part of the paragraph. Refer back to your sentence starters

Oor notes from today if you need help.

Paragraph #1:

Emily Dickinson uses personification in her first line
to portray a “bad day~” image and lead us to the theme.
“"The sky is low, the clouds are mean. * The reader gets
the image that the sky and the clouds are in a bad mood.
The reader might see the cloud with a frown loocking down on
earth! Dickinson personifies the sky and the clouds in this
line of personification.

1. I give this paragraph a out of 4 because..

2. In order to improve this bParagraph, I would need to

c¢hange/add:

RAP INTRO/QUOTE ANALYSIS CONCLUDING W
SENTENCE




B Level
3.19.08

Paragraph #2:

Dickinson also uses personification in order to
portray a bad mood. “A narrow wind complains all day/
How someone treated him. * A narrow wind is grumpy.
This creates a mood of grumpy and unhappiness.
Dickinson wants to show people that you can have a bad
day. This example of personification creates a negative
and sad mood to further show that everyone can have a
bad day at some point.

1. I give this paragraph a out of 4 because..

2. In order to improve this Paragraph, I would need to

c¢hange/add:

RAP INTRO/QUOTE ANALYSIS CONCLUDING
SENTENCE




A lLevel
3.19.08

Directions: Follow the same directions as C and B Level,
But this time, simply re-write the Paragraph rather than

writing your revisions in the table.

Paragraph #3:

There’s another example of personification at the
end. It goes like this: "Nature is sometimesg caught/
Without her diadem. ” Dickinson is stating the theme by
saying that nature is like a queen. When she doesn’'t
have her crown, the storm comes. Dickinson is comparing
this to people having a bad day. In the end, crown or
not, there are bad days.

1. I give this paragraph a out of 4 because..

RE-WRITE the paragraph below with the new additions/changes:




Lesson Plan 3/ 20

Defining Success

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

SWBAT choose poem for essay and perform SPLAT for it,
SWBAT dissect prompt for the essay that they will be writing,

ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
mastered the objective? lesson?

v v RTL essay prompts are a little bit

vague — you have to really try to
figure out what you can say about
the text and find evidence (three
pieces) to support your thesis.

v Sometimes you have to do SPLAT
to find out what’s interesting about
the poem before you can choose
what you’re writing about.

Lesson Cycle

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s
objective?

MATERIALS.

v Students read the prompt. Give groups 2 minutes to ry and figure out what it
means — what are they asking you to write about? How would you go about
writing about this?

v Each group gets 1 min. to say what they thought. Have them write it on a
pieces of paper and turn the paper in for accountability.

v Ask students to recall what SPLAT stands for — and to make sure that
students understand how that has to do with writing a RTL €ssay on a poem.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v Guide students through a worksheet that has them thinking about how to
dissect the prompt. Ask them — what should your thesis be about? What
should you look for evidence to prove?

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
you have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

v Guide students through SPLAT for My Papa’s Waltz, and model how I
would think about going through it considering the prompt at the same time.

v Also make sure to fill out an organizer that kind of uses the SPLAT
model to brainstorm for my essay at the same time.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different leamers attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

v Students then choose a poem of their own and complete SPLAT for it —
they should choose from a list of poems — and these should be ones that
we have talked about before in class, with an option or two that we have
not talked about for students who want to challenge themselves.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?

v HW: Students finish SPLAT for homework. REMIND THEM to put it
aside for the moment — they will need it later but tomerrow we are going
to look at some paragraphs.




3.20.08
Poem List for RTL Essay

Here are some suggested poems for the RTL essay. You MAY
choose an altermative poem, however you must get it
approved by me first. Thank you! All the poems below should
be in your notebook or textbook so you can look at them.if
You need a poem, see me for help.

¢ “"To A Daughter Leaving Home ” by Linda Pastan

* "“Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins

®* "“Dreams” by Langston Hughes

¢ “The Dream-Keeper ” by Langston Hughes

* “Willow and Ginkgo” by Eve Merriman

® "“Ode to Thanks” by Pablo Neruda

¢ "“The Cremation of Sam McGee ” by Robert W. Service
* "Oh Captain, My Captain” by Walt Whitman

3.20.08
Poem List for RTIL Essay

Here are some suggested poems for the RTL essay. You MAY
choose an alternative poem, however you must get it
approved by me first. Thank you! All the poems below should
be in your notebook or textbook so you can look at them.if
You need a poem, see me for help.

* "To A Daughter Leaving Home ” by Linda Pastan

®* "Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins

¢ "Dreams” by Langston Hughes

®* "The Dream-Keeper” by Langston Hughes

* “Willow and Ginkgo” by Eve Merriman

® “0Ode to Thanks* by Pablo Neruda

® “The Cremation of Sam McGee ” by Robert W. Service
* "“Oh Captain, My Captain” by Walt Whitman



English 8
SPLAT Poem Analysis Worksheet

Name of Poem to be analyzed:

Letter What is it in the poem? Quotes that helped you...

M/T
Mood and
Tone

L

Literary
Devices

Theme

Write a thesis for your essay below — how does the author create the theme? You can
choose two things (such as, metaphors and hyperbole) or you can choose three things (
for example, similes, hyperbole, and extended metaphor) or one thing and find three
examples for your essay (for example, metaphors):

STEP ONE: THE AUTHOR CREATES THE THEME BY USING (fill in one, two or
all three)

1.




STEP TWO: WRITE A FILL-IN-THE-BLANK THESIS STATEMENT
- Remember, when you are saying what the poet uses, you might only have one thing, or
two or three depending on what you want to write about.

In the poem by »

the poet uses , and

to create the theme that (fill in theme here)

STEP THREE: MAKE SURE YOUR THESIS STATEMENT MAKES SENSE.
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Defining Success

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end

Lesson Plan (7,L/ / {

ofelasg? - .

SWBAT observe body paragraph on
paragrapi,

¢ being created (work backwards) on graphic organizer. SWBA

T create their own body

ASSESSMENT. How wi

concretely that a
mastered the objective?

|Tesson?

' 1deas or steps will you cmphasize iniye

v

v

]

Lesson Cycle

objective?

‘ OPENING: How: will ybu'focu;g

prepare:and engage students: for the lesson’s

T [MATERGATS. ]

v Students answer

release question.

EW

iniformiation? - .

Hyour students be doing to process ths

villyou convey the Knowledge ™

broken down:

v On the overhe.ad, Bacmards produ'c'e a péragraph from .the My Papa"s Waltz
essay on to a graphic organizer to show studenis how the paragraph gets

"GUIDED PRACTIC
- youhaveoutlined? Ho

formancé?. . -

o-explain ‘or dowhat .

v Have stﬁdents do a"szi_
onto the organizer from the My Papa’s Waltz Essay.

mple one — break down second body paragrz;pﬁ ]

20

7

dif

leariiers attemy
ouigauge mastery AR

v nStudenEs forwar&s Nwith

first use the organizer, and then write the paragraph out. Remind them that
they just did revisions on paragraphs, and to look out for the problems that

their own essay to create a body paragraph. Students

-CLOSING. How w
reinforcinig the objectis
v

they saw in thosekpgr‘ag;aphs. _
ill'you have students summari
portance and i

hat thie %v_leéﬂ;gd?:lj{qw_wiﬂ o
ik 0 pastand future‘learsing?.
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Writing Your RTL Body Paragraph

Directions: Using your pre-writing template, write your RTL body
paragraph below. Here are some things to remember to include:

* A RAP that uses a transition word
* Atleast ONE quote
* A sentence that introduces the quote, and an explapnation of it
(detailed) after the quote.
* A summarizing sentence at the end of the paragraph that brings it
. back to the RAP.

(transition word) (RAP)

(introduce the quote)

(insert quote from poem)

(explain/analyze quote)

(continue to explain/analyze quote and its significance to the theme)

(summarize the paragraph and connect back to the RAP)

HIGHLIGHT your paragraph! Make sure you have all the correct parts.



Lesson Plan

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

/2.

SWBAT share their I° body paragraphs and write the 2™ and 3" aragraphs

_%ﬂ ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
& { concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
A ¢ mastered the objective? lesson?

v v

I

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the Iesson’s
objective?

MATERIALS.

¥ 15 minutes doing the “strand of the week” — word analysis.
v

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v Explain to students that they should have written their first body paragraph
and we are going to share them together and then write the next two.

Show students the protocol for going over their paragraphs,

Protocol:

Student 1 shares their body paragraph by reading it out Joud.

Student 2 gives their feedhack by giving one positive and 2 possible
changes.

Student 2 reads their paragraph

Student 1 gives their feedback by giving one positive and 2 possibie

changes.

ARV NEN

AN

Lesson Cycle

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
ou have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

v First, have students watch a quick modeling/reminder of how to write a
body paragraph using the graphic organizer from the first paragraph.

¥ Students will then take the feedback that they have gotten and then use it to
write their second and third body paragraphs.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

v Students write their 2" and 3™ body paragraphs, due tomorrow.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?

v 8




Body Paragraph Revision
Protocol

1. Partner #1 reads their body
paragraph aloud to their
partner.

2. Partner #2 makes comments: at
LEAST one positive about the
paragraph and at LEAST two
suggestions for how to improve
their paragraph.

3. Partner #2 reads their
raragraph.

4. Partner #1 makes comments:
See step 2 for further
instructions.



Paragraphs are by Reviser of
paragraphs is

Revision Protocol and Note- Taker

Body Paragraphs 1, 2, and 3
1. Partner #1 reads all three body paragraphs to partrer
#2.
2. Partner #2 makes comments. Partner #1 takes down notes
on revision note-taker sheet.
3. Partner #2 reads their body paragraphs out loud.
4. Repeat Step 2 with opposite partners.

P # Score Positives Suggestions
1-4




Lesson Plan_/
esson Plan ! 3

Defining
C

-

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be abls to do by the end of class?

SWBAT share and revise their 3 body paragraphs.

ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
mastered the objective? lesson?

v v

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s
objective?

MATERIALS.

¥ Students do worksheet — start it in class with them and walk through the first
bit — no more than 10 minutes.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information? :

v Students take out their 3 body paragraphs.

v Students share their body paragraph in a similar way to yesterday — they
share one at a time and give feedback, this time more formalized with a
feedback form of some type.

v Students use feedback form to share their positives and potential changes
with each other, using the rubric.

v Students should use the rubric for body paragraphs and rate each paragraph
together with them.

v BEFORE show a samplie and have a sample conversation with a student
or myself to show students how the conversation should g0,

Lesson Cycle

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
ou have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

v Students work on actually revising their paragraphs.
v Fill out a revision worksheet like the other one where they have the
original, ete.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

v ALL paragraphs REVISED due tomorrow.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?

v




4.2.08

Revision Worksheet

C Level

Body Paragraph Revision Worksheet

Use the worksheet helow to revise
are done revising,
sheet of paper (oxr

worksheet.

PARAGRAPH #1

your body paragraphs. When you
make sure to re-write the bParagraphs on a NEW
on the page of your notebook below thig

[Part of
paragraph

Score
1-4

Original words

Revision

Intro/Quote

Analysis

Concluding
Sentence

Paragraph #2

Part of
paragraph

Score
1-4

Original words

Revision




Intro/Quote

Analysis

Concluding
Sentence

Paragraph #3

Part of
paragraph

Score
1-4

Original words

Revisgion

Intro/Quote

Analysis

Concluding
Sentence




€5SSon Flan : (%
Lesson Pl ﬁ’ 4

-

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?
SWBAT determine what makes an effective introduction Jor a RTL essay
SWBAT write their introduction for their RTL essay
# | ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
é’ concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
& (| mastered the objective? lesson?
o v v Introductions have two main parts
g v Grabber — similar to persuasive
‘5 v Thesis statement
A v The grabber is a little different — you
also want to make sure that you
L introduce the poem!
OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s MATERIALS, —’
objective?

¥ Do now use a few questions for the CST.
¥__Students answer the questions in their own words
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?
¥ Go over the notes with the students to discuss what they need to have in each
part of the introduction.
¥ Students brainstorm ideas for examples of each thing,
v Also give students one example of an exemplary introduction and label
the parts.
GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
ou have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?
v Students look at three examples of introductions.
¥ Students have to rank them in groups - from worst to best and givea
Justification for each one. They have to be specific about what makes one
better than the other and WHY.
v _Students share out their thoughts on the introductions.
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?
¥ Students either use or don’t use a graphic organizer to help them write
their introduction and hi hlight it. Due tomorrow.
CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will

reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?
v

Lesson Cycle




4.3.08

Introduction Notes

Term

Definition and Example

Introduction:
Grabber
Gets the
reader’s
attention and
makes them
keep reading.

1. A question that relates the poem’s theme:

2. A fact:

3. An anecdote related to the poem’s theme:

4. Background info/Set up:

Intro Tells the title and auther, and summarizes the plot/poem.

Introduces the | Key Words: represents, talks about, portrays, depicts, describes

poem and the

author and

gives a quick

summary.

S

Thesis Often tells the mood, theme, or how a character changed. What does the text
States your mean? What did the author do in order to make us understand the mood or
“claim™ or theme (which literary devices did they use in the case of a poem)?

“opinion” Key Words: describes, depicts, demonstrates, illustrates, portrays, shows,
about the employs, ultilizes, sets, creates, establishes, draws on, symbolizes, signifies,
meaning of the | stands for, corresponds to...

piece. See

right =

Conclusion: Tells the thesis again in a new way (pretend your reader is so dumb they aiready

Restatement of
thesis

forgot).

Connection

Tell why this relates to your life, or why it’s important to people in general.
Key words: link to, connect with, associate with, correlate with, tie fo...




4.3.08
Intro Examples for Ranking

1. Have you ever had a bad day? Have you ever felt
like you just couldn’t be perfect, no matter how hard you
tried? Everyone has these days, and no one can escape them.
Even elements of nature have tough days - and when they do,
the storm comes! In Emily Dickinson’s pocem “The Sky is
Low, * she uses personification for the theme that
eéveryone, no matter who you are, has bad days sometimes.

2. Simple description of a childhood memory, or hidden
child abuse? Theodore Roethke describes a father-son ,
relationship in which a father and son “waltz” together
before bedtime. The poet uses figurative language to get a
negative mood and show us how alecohol abuse can lead to
violence.

3. When we are young, we rely on older people to tell
us what they know and share their experiences with us so
that we can learn from them. From othersg- experience,
especially ouxr elders, we can understand more about how
life is and how to tackle it. In the poem “Mother to Son~”
by Langston Hughes, he Creates a mood of encouragement
through a mother and son’s conversation. Hughes’ use of
metaphor comparing life to & staircase creates the theme
that in life, no matter how hard it gets, we must keep
climbing. :

4. Everyone In the poem “Alone” by Edgar Allen Poe, T
think that the theme is that in life, everyone is different
and it’s hard not to fit in. He shows this theme in a lot
of ways.

Intro Score What would make it better?




Fill in the blanks below with Ms, Izenberg to make a “practice” introduction.

Grabber: [Question or Fact):

In the poem [Title of Poem]:

the poet, [Poet's Namel:

[choose one]: represents, talks about, portrays, depicts, describes

[summary of poem):

The author [choose one]: employs, establishes, creates a mood that is
, and uses ,

and to [choose one]: portray, create, establish,

illustrate the theme that

Fill in the blanks below with Ms. Izenberg to make a “practice” introduction.

Grabber: [Question or Fact]:

In the poem [Title of Poem]:

the poet, [Poet’s Name):

[¢hoose one]: represents, talks about, portrays, depicts, describes

[summary of poem]:

The author [choose one]: employs, establishes, creates a mood that is
, and uses R

and to [choose one]: portray, create, establish,

illustrate the theme that




Weekly Menu
Week of 4.7.08
Unit § — Response to Literature - Week 3

Day Bread and Buiter Appetizers Entrée Dessert
(Mandatory Work) (C Level) (B Level) (A Level)
Monday | I. Conclusion Notes Write your conclusion, get draft None None
SWBAT 2. Ranking and Rating together for editing
determine a | Conclusions
good
conclusion
Tuesday | Revision with partner Finish revisions - final with None None
SWBAT edit | Proofread with partner revisions ready to be typed DUE
Jinal draft TOMORROW!
CST Test Prep Worksheet
Wed. Type final draft in class None None None
SWBAT Spell check review
Type final
draft
Thursday | Finish typing/publishing FINAL DRAFT DUE TOMORROW | None None
SRI Testing | draft See checklist for details
Friday Take SRI Reading None None None
SWBAT Inventory
intro to Unit
6— “The
Election”
Mandatory 120 Total C Points: /10.5 Total B Points /0 Total APoints /0

Points Possible for the weck: SCORE: /30.5= %

—_—




Lesson Plan

1/7

Defining Success

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

SWBAT determine what makes a good conclusion
SWBAT define “Writing Strategies” Questions

ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
congcretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
mastered the objective? lesson?
v v Conclusions are a way for your to
revisit your thesis as well as drive
your poinis home for the reader

Lesson Cycle

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s
objective?

MATERIALS.

v Give students as they walk in some words on strips of paper (writing
strategy words).

v Then ask them to stand after the do now and read their words allowed.

v Ask students to think about what kinds of questions they are and whether
they recognize some of the words.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v CST Strand of the week with writing strategies.
v__Then go through the notes for the Conclusions for Response to lit examples,

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
you have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

v Give students 2 examples — have them look at one or the other in their
groups.

¥ They have to come up with one good thing about it and then re-write it —
follow the same structure and they can use a similar thesis restatement.

v Share out.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gauge mastery?

¥ Students write their own conclusion statements.
v Provide a graphic organizer for students that are struggling or not
confident in their writing.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future learning?

v Due tomorrow — final draft — all put together — ok to be cut and pasted.
They will be editing tomorrow so it all has to be written out,




4.7.08
Conclusion Paragraphs

Sample Conclusions

Clearly, Dickinson uses personification to show that
everyone has their bad days. Even if you think you are the most
perfect person ever, no one can be perfect all the time. When
nature is not perfect, it storms. When people have an off day,
they are grumpy, they stomp around, or maybe they complain -
but in the end, it's just a day, and we’ll get over it.

In his poem, "My Papa’s Waltz,” Theodore Roethke uses
figurative language to describe a young boy being beaten by his
drunken father. Many chiidren in the United States today face the
problems of alcoholism and child abuse, and, like the son in the
poem, may not be able to talk about it directly. They may try to
pretend that something else is happening, just as Roethke does
by talking about a metaphorical “waltz.” This poem is an
important lesson for us all.



4.7.08
Writing your conclusion

Remember to include:
e Thesis restatement
¢ PBrief Review

e Connection

Thesis restatement (Clearly, In summary, As you can see, In
conclusion)

Brief Review (review your points and your paper in one sentence)

Connection (what dces this matter for all people? What life
significance deces the poem’s theme have?)




Lesson Plan

Defining Success

OBJECTIVE. What will your students will be able to do by the end of class?

SWBAT edit papers for content as well as grammar.

ASSESSMENT. How will you know KEY POINTS. What three to five main
concretely that all of your students have ideas or steps will you emphasize in your
mastered the objective? lesson?

v v

Lesson Cycle

OPENING. How will you focus, prepare and engage students for the lesson’s
objective?

MATERIALS.

v Do Now — what do you want ot improve to make your essay the best it can
be?

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MATERIAL. How will you convey the knowledge
and/or skills of the lesson? What will your students be doing to process this
information?

v Show students the rubric and have them help you highlight the differences in
the words, just like we did for the persuasive rubric by highlighting them and
then calling them out (the words that make the levels different).

GUIDED PRACTICE. In what ways will your learners attempt to explain or do what
you have outlined? How will you monitor and coach their performance?

v Students get the revision sheet and work with one person to look at each
others papers.

v" Model what the conversation should look like — be both characters, Show
a “sample” on the overhead.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE. In what ways will your different learners attempt the
objective on their own? How will you gange mastery?

v Students edit each others papers.

CLOSING. How will you have students summarize what they’ve learned? How will
reinforcing the objective’s importance and its link to past and future leaming?

v Due tomorrow — all revisions and test prep worksheet — need to be ready
to type!




These comments are about the essay by . The person who made these comments is;

Peer-Editing Worksheet for Response to Literature Essay

’

tal. __ 2=1It's OK, butit would be better if... _____3=Wow! Great jo

I think you did a great job, but you need a better question. Instead of starting it “do you know,”
or “have you ever,” think of something more mysterious that will really grab the reader, so you
don't bore Ms. Izenberg.

Youe thesis is pretty good, but just make sure you say the actual name of the author instead of
just “the author” cause the reader needs to hear the name.

P1: Rap is pretty solid - don’t forget to use your transition word!

P2: This RAP sounded too much like the one before it -remember you are trying to tell the
reader something NEW about the poem and trying to prove the meaning from a different angle.

P3: This RAP was a little confusing - you need to remember to tell WHAT the literary device is
for instead of just saying, “T'he author uses personification.” Remember that you are using the
literary devices to “prove” the thesis and so you want to make sure that you tell us HOW the
RAP is helping prove it. For example, “....uses personification to show the reader how people
act when they are in a bad mood.”

P1: No change

P2: Try a different introduction for the quote in the 2™ paragraph - it shouldn’t be the exact
same as the first one - there should be some variation.

P3: Remember to put a semi-colon after the intro and before the quote here! And don't forget
the end quotation marks at the end of the quote.

C | O 0



These comments are about the essay by . The person who made these comments is:

P1: Your analysis here is pretty solid, except like I feel like you don’t really explain the literary device enough and
really spell it out for the reader. You have to imagine that they have no idea what extended metaphor is, and you
have to really explain what it is and how this quote is part of it instead of just Jumping right in to explaining the
significance. Say, “An extended metaphor is when the whole poem is actually a comparison to something else.
Therefore, her mother is not really running to catch up with her, but instead, her mother is trying to keep up
with her daughters changes and growth.”

P2: You did it here! Good job ©

P3: Here you explained the extended metaphor but you didn't really malke the explicit connection between it
and the theme of the poem. Don't leave connections for your reader. You could say something like, “The fact that
the handkerchief waving goodbye represents her daughter finally leaving means that even though she is sad, she
realizes that her daughter was ready to leave and had to go, and that makes it ok.”

Concluding P11

Sentences _
P2

P3:

oo:n_:mmo:"

Restatement

of Thesis and -

Connection

You use the word “show” a lot. Try something like illustrate, or demonstrate, portray, depict.

Positive mood: Iateresting
Negative mood: Bedng

vivid  compelling mesmerizing  thorough meticulous in-depth persuasive remarkable
dreary unconvincing weak unimpressive lifeless lackluster unexciting monctonous  dull




These comments are about the essay by . The person who made these comments is:

Peer-Editing Worksheet for Response to Literature Essay
Score:
1= There’ s :oﬁ nough of it, or _ can't find it at m__
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These comments are about the essay by

- The person who made these comments is:

P1:
..... P2:
P3:
Concluding | | PT:
Sentences
.wu.mn
P3:
Conclusion:
Restatement
of Thesis and
Connection

_.mun_..m_n:__m Sooa_ﬁm«mmri@ vivid  compelling mesmerizing
Negative mood: Bering

C

thorough meticulous

dreary unconvincing weak unimpressive

~_,
"o

lifeless lackluster

in-depth
unexciting

persuasive
monotonous

remarkable

dull




Response to Literature Essay

Packet Checklist
Put this sheet on TOP of all of your materials when handed in!

Do you have....

First draft (hand-written) On the BOTTOM

Revision Worksheets§ Second from BOTTOM

7N
!

Final Draft (Typed) TOP

Scores Breakdown:

/10 Packet Organization

/5  Essay Format

/35 Essay Score( ]

/5o FINAL SCORE
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(‘\ Sally Suck-up

o Ms. Izenberg
English 8 —Pd. 2
4.9.08

“Even Nature Gets the Blues”

Have you ever had a bad day? Have you ever felt like you just couldn’t be
perfect, no matter how hard you tried? Everyone has these days, and no one can
escape them. Even elements of nature have tough days — and when they do, the
storm comes! In Emily Dickinson’s poem “The Sky is Low,” she uses

personification to convey the theme that everyone, no matter who you are, has bad

days sometimes.

{
‘-) Checklist:

* Font— “Times New Ronian,” 12 point ONLY
* Name, teacher name, class/period, and date all in the LEFT hand

corner
* Title two spaces below in bold
* Double spaced!

Spell Check Info Sheet

* Instead of having a partner check your paper for little spelling and grammar
errors, we are going to have the computer do it for you.
* Spell Check Rules;
o Green means that there is a grammar problem. Right click on the word
(on the lap-top press the cerf button and click at the SAME TIME)
o See what the suggestion is — if there is no suggestion you need to figure
out the error yourself.
© Red means that there is a spelling problem. You can right click on the
word for the suggestion, or try to fix the error yourself.
U * Spell and grammar check will NOT check for things such as parallel
structure errors or places where you could add an appositive. Make sure you :
are looking for that yourself as it WILL be graded! |



* Oakland Unified School District x= 8" Grade Process Writing Assessment

4 « ADVANCED

« Interpretation is perceptive and convincing; writing reflects a careful reading of the
text and may connect personally to one or more ideas

« Writing has an engaging beginning, elaborated middle and effective ending organized around clear
ideas that support the interpretation and revisit the interpretation in a fresh, original way

+ Writing includes references to specific quotes or passages in text, and relevant evidence that
support the interpretation

» Language is vivid and lively; sentences are varied and vocabulary is specific

« Writing shows clear control of writing convent1ons though there may be a few errors that are “first-
draft” in nature : _

3 « PROFICIENT.

« interpretation i§ cleary writing reflects one or more important ideas in the text and may
connect pe ally to ideas from the reading -
« Writing has a beginning, middle and end, and is organized around one or more ideas

. e used to support a clearly presented interpretation
« Language is clear; sentence types are vaned vocabulary may beﬁ_g&(eﬁi .
» Writing shows control of writing conve ; errors do not inteffere with meaning

2 « DEVELOPING

« Interpretation may be presented, but may be 51mphst1c only literal, unclear, too brief,

disconnected from the reading, or only a summary :

« Writing may not have clear beginning, middle or end; may not be orgamzed around
ideas that connect to text

» Writing may or may not include quotes or passages from the text that support a claim; evidence may
be brief or irrelevant

« Language is simple; sentence types are mostly the same; vocabulary may be lirmted

« Errors may interfere with meaning ‘

1 « EMERGING
= Interpretation is difficult to determine; extremely brief, unclear or incomplete
"« Organization may be unclear; support for interpretation is brief, incomplete or irrelevant
« Writing may include quotes or passages from the text that do not support the mterpretatwn,
' evidence is brief or irrelevant
"« Language is general and vague and there may be mcomplete or run-on sentences
« Errors in conventions interfere with meaning or make writing difficult to understand

OT « Off Topic
NR « No Response




Andrew Kwan
Ms. Izenberg
English 8 — Pd. 3

April 10, 2008

Nothing Will Adways Last Forever ‘v/
- As a child, I always thought that I would need my parents to help me all my life. .
- ’ TN - ‘.7
_ . e
They always fixed my bed, cooked my meal, and cleaned my room. Now, as I \/ o
learned how painful I was for my parents to watch me grow, and eventually leave. In the
poem “To A Daughter Leaving Home” by Linda Pastan, there is a story about a mother
who raised her daughter, but eventually left when she became independent. The author
includes personification, hyperboles, and extended metapﬁors to peftray a mood of

sorrow, yet happiness, and a theme of nothing lasts forever.

Initially, Linda Pastan used personification to describe the theme of nothing lasts
forever and a mood of sorrow. The following quote demonstrates this theme: “The hair
flapping/Behind you like a/Handkerchief waving/Goodbye.” The quote, which gives the

handkerchief a human action of waving, tells that the daughter of the speaker, who has

o

is a sad event for the speaker. The personification was also trying to show a sign

‘W "~ of sorrow because, out of all objects, the author decided to use a handkerchief,
Handkerchiefs are often used to wipe the tears of a person who is crying. When people

cry, it usually means that they are not in a good mood, and you can obviously tell that the

(

Of’w@m ~



speaker was sad. So from this personification that the author used, you can hypothesize

that the hidden message is nothing lasts forever.

Addiﬁonally, the author uses hyperbole to hint that in life, there won’t always be
something eterﬁal. This quote is an example that supports the theme; “WIﬁIe you
grew/Smaller, more breakable/With distance/Pumping, pumping/For your life.” The
quote says that she grew smaller, which meant that the speaker couldn’t see her much
anymore. What the author intended for the reader to interpret was that as her daughter
aged, they woul@ become further apart. Also, she was more breakable with distance,

m easy to become less close more easily. In addition, the quote described
% " that they were pumping for their life, whiéh was a hyperbole to tell that even though
they’re pumping now, they’ll eventually stop | pumping one day. As you can see, the idea
that readers can conclude is the theme of fothing to last throughout your whole life.
T OO0 AL YA gt

Lastly, the author illustrated that the message of nothing lasting forever by
comparing the daughter as she was being taught to ride a bicycle and the daughter when
she became able to ride a bicycle on her own. For example, a part of the poem quotes:
“My own mouth rounding/In surprise when you pﬁlled/Ahead down the curved/Path of
the park.” This quote reveals that the daughter would one day become independent of her
mother, explaining to the reader that when she was younger, she neéded help with things.
But as she grew older, she didn’t need the help anymore and grew independent of her
mother. She wouldn’t need to rely on her mother to help her with riding the bicycle,

giving her the feeling of freedom and incentive to leave home. The quote also hints a



mood of slight happiness. The speaker expressed that they nge-- surprised when the
daughter made a turn on the curve by stating that their mouth rounded, giving a proud
feeling. When you are proud of your daughter, you are usually happy for them that they
are able to accomplish something new on their own. Therefore, the theme of nothing
lasting forever was portrayed from the evidence we saw through Linda Pastan’s extended
metaphor. . | r

NEL Novy Conmp Lote.!

In summary, the theme of nothing lasts forever is portrayed in the poem “To A
Daughter Leaving Home™ as Linda Pastan uses figurative language such as:
personification, hyperbole, and extended metaphors. The theme can be concluded from
the quotes which show thatl the author expressed a sign of sadness and slight happiness,
the end to the pump will coine one day, and t_he daughter will become independent as she
aged. Just as I had when I was young, the daughter in the poem left her mother when she
became independent. The story behind the daughter’s story and my story is very similar
because, like the daughter in the poem, I was taught to roller skate when I was nine years
old, but I didn’t need my parents to watch over me as I became older. In the future, this

message may be experienced more and we should learn to live with it.

loved Ao easar . oo
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Amy Wong
Ms. Izenberg
English § - Pd. 6
4.10.08
“All Kids Will Grow Up”

Parents teach their kids to be independent when they are young. When the kids
are finally independent, the parents become lonely and want to be needed. In the poem
“To A Daughter Leaving Home" by Linda Pastan, the author portrays how the mother
feels anxious watching her daughter go through life's process of growing up. The poem is
comparing a daughter learning to ride a bike to a daughter leaving home. Pastan's use of
simile, imagery, and hyperbole illustrates the theme that your child will grow up and you
need to let go. )\) (@ #W \.

| To I;egin, Linda Pastan used a simile to reveal the theme that all kids grow up and
parents has to Iet them go. The following quote illustrates this: “the hair flapping/behind
you like a/handkerchief waving/goodbye." The author is saying that even though your
child is a little kid, your child would grow up sooner or later, The author is‘imagining the
time when the child grows up and leave. Even if the speaker fegls sad about the chiid
leaving home, the speaker knows that she has to accept it because it will happen O(M
eventually. As you c-an see, the simile illustrates the theme of parents needing to let go
when kids grow.

Initially, the author uses imagery to show that the parent is feeling happy and also
sad about the theme of kids growing up and not needing their parents. The following
quote shows this: "I kept waiting/for the thud of your crash as Ifsprinted to catch up,

/while you grew/ smaller, more breakable/with distance." This quote shows that when

someone is a child, they are more fragile and breakable. However, as they grow up they



become more dependent; the parents don't need to always help the child anymore. The
child is too far away for them to reach. Parents always think of their children as babies.
They want them to grow up, but at the same time they are afraid of the children leavmg
home The speaker doesn't want the child to grow up. Clearly, the author made the choice
to use imagery because the author wanted to show a how the speaker feels about their
child growing up.

Lastly, the author used a hyperbole to reveal more about the theme of kids
growing up. The following quote demonsirates this idea: "Pumping, pumping/for your
life." It is exaggeration to say pumping for your life. The author used that to say that the
daughter is pumping for her own life, by herself. She doesn't need anyone else to pump |
for her. The daughter has learned to rely of herself and learned to be independent. All in
all, the author used a hyperbole to show that the daughter has grown up and doesn't need
to rely on her parents anymore. M

In conclusion, Linda Pastan demonstrates the tileme that all kids grow up and
parents has to let go by using simile, imagery, and hyperbole. Kids do not stay as kids
forever, they will grow up, and parents have to learn to let them go through life's process
of growing up. My mom always teils me to grow up and become independent. She tells
me that when I leave home, I have to call her and visit her because she will be sad and
lonely without me. My mom wants me to always stay by her side, but she knows that it is
not possible because I would eventually leave home. This connects to the theme because
my mom knows that I will grow up soon and she is trying to accept that fact.

[ love o - %(w dond ven foal
raedl ot Naot-erlenne
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Alyia C. Freeman
3" per.
April 11th, 08
CHERISHING THE MEMORIES!
(To A Daughter Leaving Home)
Do you have someﬂ:%é‘%rou really care about, and never want to leave you? Do
you get certain f_eclings inside of you ;.vhén something or someone is great to you? Have O?ﬁfi
you ever got your heart broken because whatever you had ended up leaving you? Many o I’
Ol“_JU(‘\) o A people in the world are hurt due to heartbreaks! I will admit that my heart has been | U'y\_CaB

M , N broken due to someone leaving m@?:ut overtime I have come to realize that you can’t
pﬁmﬂ.

keep something forever! Everything great doesn’t last forever; and it comes 2 point in
time when you have to let those things go. In the poem “To a Daughter Leaving Home”
Linda Pastan describes how a mothers’ daughter is growing up and becoming a young
adult. The author creates a mood that is sad, but loving at the same time. She uses an

extended metaphor to illustrate the theme that “Good things don’t always last”, Althougli ] IO

you may think that you are going to keep a certain thing forever, you’re not! Everything in
life comes and goes for everyone, and there will be a time when it will happen to you.
First of all, Linda Pastan uses an extended metaphor to explain the mothers love

\

y.R . and care for her daughter. In the following quote, it shows how shocked the mom was to -
N\ Ay ’@w . ,

- see how much her daughter is growing u ‘My mouth roudding in surprise when you
\pulled ahead down the curve.” This quote is using an extended metaphor to show how

much of a shock the mother has to watch her daughter grow more as she gets older. Linda

Pastan is using this extended metaphor to compare riding a bike to the daughters’



childhood. The mother realizes how much she loves her daughter and that she should UJU*M‘/UL’(]/
hold on to all of her good things. Clearly, the extended metaphor is showing sadness O{Y‘W'ﬁ
coming from the mother because her daughter is leaving home. She knew that she W
couldn’t keep her daughter forever, but she never expected the time to go by so soon,
Secondly, Linda Pastan uses an extended metaphor to explain the theme of how
good things don’t always last. The following lines use an extended metaphor to show how
the daughter grew up and moved on: “Screaming with laugh_ter, the hair flapping behind
you like a handkerchief waving goodbye.” This means that the daughter is growing up, ...
and slowly realizing that she doesn’t need her mother as much as she used to. Linda |

Pastan is comparing her daughter growing up to a handkerchief waving goodbye. This

means that the mother watched her daughter grow as she got older. And she finally came

to realize that she had to let her daughter go ahead and live her life. By viewing the
extended metaphor, you can tell that the mother is talking about her danghter and not a J
handkerchief,

Lastly, to show the @me feelings/emotions for her daughter, Linda Pastan
uses an extended metaphor to make the whole poem about her daughter doing certain
things as a child. In this quote the mother is describing the way she feels about her
daughter leaving: “Loping beside you as you wobbled away on two round wheels.” This ]
means that she was always by her daughters’ side, but as she grew older,‘ ’t_l}il?-(?—t-h-g- ¥ o -
realized how at times the daughter had to do some things on her ownfﬁithough the
mother remembers all the godd times her and her daughter had together, she knows that

her daughter had finally grown up. She knows that the daughter had always looked up to

her and that she will always be there for her if she would ever come back.



In conclusion, Linda Pastan uses extended metaphors to show how much love and
care the mother has for her daughter. Even though her daughter had grew up and left
home, the mom still remembers the good times her and her daughter had together. This
poem reminds me of a time when I was 8 years old and I gad just lost my favorite stuffed
animal. I was really upset for a long time, but after a while, I realized that I was growing
up, and I didn’t need it anymore. I believe that everyone in life is going to experience
this! People are going to feel that they have something very special, but when you least
expect it, it’s going to leave you-for the good or bad. So if there is something you really

love, hold on, and cherish it for as long as you can!!

- /
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Duy Truong

Ms. Izenberg
English 8 —Pd. B 3
4.9.08

“When You Lose The One You Love”

7 dowr opk Haio

have lost the thing that they love most. Some even

A lot of people in the wg
found the thing that they have lost. In the poem “To a Daughter Leaving Home”, the

poet, Linda Pastan talks about her who left her and never came back. The author creates a

one day.

k) e

First of all, Pastan uses similes to show that her daughter is leaving her and will

S@ ver return), In the folibwing quote, the author illustrates how her dauWeaving

TN e
e hair flapping/ behind you like a/ handkerchief waving goodbye.” This quote

illustrates that her child is really leaving her and never coming back. That’s why she saw
the hair flapping like a handkerchief. In real life when you see a lady wave her
handkerchief goodbye it is usually meanjthat she is leaving and almost never coming
_back. Just like the poem, the daughter’s hair is flapping and it looks like a handkerchief

waving goodbye. Also in different situations, when you walk away mad and you’re a girl

really sad when her daughter left her. So in conclusion, the author uses similes to show

e feels when her daughter left her and that’s part of the theme.

Hno QLM irrelenant



Second of all, Linda uses hyperbole to exaggerate what she did and no matter
what she did and how hard she tries she could never reach her daughter. This quote
portrays what she did to keep her daughter with her: “pumping, pumping/ for your life.”
As you can see in real life we really can’t “pump” for anybody’s life. Linda was ?just
using this hyperbole to portray that no matter how much she tried to catch up she still — [n—}&ﬂ&ﬁq
couldn’t reach her daughter. In real life, when you try to catch up with someone. you can )

O

try your best and you might and might not make it. In this case you can’t make it just like [ .
A

<

—~—

Linda. When you try@:ateh up with someone, sometimes it feels like the person is

&

starting to get smaller and smaller, and soon disappear in thin air. No matter what you try
to do and how hard you try you will soon get tire and you will slow down, and when you
do, the person see to get farther and farther away from you. This is what Linda’s problenll
is, no matter how hard she tried to catch up with her daughter; she could néver reach her /

daughter. As you can see even if Linda tried her best, she still lost her most beloved child.

Lastly, the author uses personification to illustrate what it looks Iiké when her
daughter is leaving her. The following quote portrays what it looks like when her
daughter left: “the hair flapping/ behind you like a/ ,hanc;kerchief waving/goodbye.” This
quote shows that when her daughter left; it is like her daughter is standing there crying,
holding a handkerchief, and waving goodbye to her. In real life, people usually cry and
| wave goodbye when they leéve their family or frignds. The author uses these lines to
express what it is like when you leave someone important to you, and how it might feels

when you are in this situation like Linda. This also shows that when someone leaves you



it can be heartbreaking and it’s how the author feels. In conclusion, the author uses
personification 76W what the theme is and how the mother feels which leads to the

theme.

In conclusion, the theme is that in life you will lose your most beloved thing even
if you don’t know i;c yet. In this poem by Linda Pastan she uses similes, hyperbole, and
personification to iliuétrates what it would be like if you fose someone special to you, in
this case it was her daughter. She uses th;ase figurative langﬁages to illustrate what the
theme of the poém is and to show how it relates to her poem. In real life, a lot of people
lose their beloved ones. In this poem, it shows us how it might feel and allow people to

know how you would feel if this happens to you.

- Duy - oo Lt over- sbimotic
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Shawnee Woods

Ms. Izenberg : U/7 |
3" period . - \ ")
4/10/08 Don’t Ever Let Go Of Your Dre% L SMSVS 3.

In your life, letting go of your dreams is \jke/one of the worst things you
can do. In the poem “Dreams” by Langston Hughes, he talks about never letting
go of your dreams. The author establishes a mood that is uplifting and
inspirational, and uses similes and metaphors to illustrate the theme that in life
you can never let go of your dreams. -

‘(1( N hroduastom |

First of all, ghe writer, Langston Hughes, uses similes to put a picture info
his reader’s mind. ¥‘Life is like a broken winged bird/ that can not fly.” This
quote uses similes to show that without your dreams nothing ‘is really possible.
You have to make sure atter how hard things get, you keep your
dreams alive. His similes readers actually visnalize what their lives
would be like without thei s. Him putting those pictures in his reader’s
mind makes them really understand that they can’t live without their dreams

because their dreams are priceless. Q(\_,a_g.,k W n
4

Next, he uses similes to create th cod to make sure that the readers
know that the poem is supposed to befor inspiration. “Hold fast to dreams/For if
dreams die/Life is like a broken wijriged bird/That can not fly.” This quote really
gives off the mood of inspiration/ Also, to tell the readers about how they should
feel about their dreams in their lives. The mood helps you to realize that you can

never give up ho\[;[i}giving up on your dreams is basically just giving up on
y.

yourself completel tting go of your dreams is just giving up on all your plans
for your future.

Lastly, Hughes uses a lot of metaphors to give the readers a different
outlook on the theme. “Life is a barren field/ frozen with snow.” The previous
quote makes the readers want to continue doing what they’re doing so that
they’'re dreams can come true. This quote also inspires the readers to hold onfo
their dreams so that their lives won’t be barren and meaningless. The quote
shows that without your dreams, your life is nothing. Your dreams is what makes
you want to keep living so that you can know and actually say that you did
something. Your dreams are important to hold on to so that your life would have

purpose. W W e\

Clearly, the writer, Langston Hughes, wants to show that you can never
give up on your dreams or yourself. He used similes and metaphors to portray
the theme that letting go of your dreams is something you should never do.
‘People inthe world have to learn that if you give up on your dreams, you are
giving up on things that you should keep shooting for.
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- Ashlyn Triggs
Ms.Izenberg
English 8-Pd. 2
4.10.08
EVERYBODY CRIES

Everybody cries, at least, that’s what I hear. Of coilrse you wouldn’t think that a
courageous ﬁers'on would ever find life hard, because a person like that can face anything
right? Maybe you would be a Jittle mistaken. In the poem ‘I Cry’, the poet Tupac,
describes a story of lifg, and how everybody cries. Tupac creates 2 mood that is sad, and

uses similes, metaphors, and personification to illustrate the theme, ‘in life everybody

cries’,

. To begin, Tupac uses personification to compare the world, to somebody running

away from his or her problems. This quote portrays this, “ The world moves fast and
would

rather pass by, / Then stops to see what makes one cry.” This quote shows that Tupac
gives

the world human actions, to illustrate the theme to the reader. Clearly, this passage of

personification compares the world to someone running away from the problems in the
more Uke —fue worto] 13
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Secondly, Tupac uses metaphors to explain that some people cry. In this quote it

-

explains this, “ The tears I cry are bitter and warm, / they flow with life but take no form.
In this Quote, Tupac is speaking deeply of crying. But, because of the words ‘bitter’ and
‘take no Form’ it seems like somebody is crying of sadness. In conclusion, Tupac uses

metaphors to Explain the sadness of this poem.



Lastly, Tupac uses imagery to illustrate a gloomy mood, and a sad tone. In this

quote it portrays this, “I cry because my heart is torn. / I find it difficult to carry on.” In
the

previous quote, Tupac uses imagery to create a vivid image of someone finding life hard,
and crying. That sets a mood that is gloomy or empty, as well as a sad tone. Clearly, the

author, Tupac, uses an empty or gloomy mood to describe someone finding life hard.

In conclusion, Tupac uses personification, metaphors, and imagery to describe a
gloomy mood. It’s clear that that Tupac also creates a sad tone to illustrate the theme
“everybody cries.” This also connects to the world, because people around the world cry

about life, love, and sadness.
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parents tried to keep me safe and at there side,
o '
but eventually they will have to let me go and live life o‘ﬁﬁ my own. The% poem “To A

gp oled Sy g
astan” portrays a father talking about how his

I kﬁow that when I w

Daughter Leaving Home” by@% P.
daughter leaving home is like her riding a bike. When he has to let her go a try to let her
ride her bike on he;' own is like whén he has to let her go a live her life on her own.
Pastan uses similes and personification to create a proud/sad tone and to show a theme.
The theme is that in life you can always keep the things that you love.

First of all Pastan uses personification to show the theme of the poem. In the
quote “The hair flapping behind you like a handkerchief waving goodbye” Pastan uses
personification. It is personification b;cause handkerchief don’t wave goodbye and the
father is thinking of when his daughter is leaving home she waves goodbye, is the same

when she was riding a bike. Pastan uses personification to help show the theme of the

poem. w@bu’_’/“eL 1S q @ e’ Vo< LUped —ﬁ«a:f*—]’bw i
| Second, Pastan uses similes to show a certain mood that is a proud)sad tone. In

the quote "Hair flapping behind you waving goodbye™ the author tries to make a.tone that

he father is proud that his daughter is leaving home because he is proud that his daughter

is all grown up and is able to live on her own. The author tries to give out another tone 7

that the father is proud that his daughter is leaving home because like in arents J

always want their children at there side. Pastan uses similes to give out the certain tone.

N

\\/\



Lastly the author makes a mood that is a joyful mood. In the quote “The hair
flapping behind you like a handkerchief waving goodbjg-/gastan is trying to give out a
Joyful when she talks about when the girl is riding a bike. It is a joyful feeling when you
can do something and you do it. The father of the girl is also having a joyful feeling when
he sees that his daughter rides her bike for the first time. So when you know that you can
do something you get a joyful fecling and that is what Pastan is trying to do.

In conclusion the theme of the poem is "in life you cant always hold on to the
things you love”. I remember when I lost my grandpa I was sad that I lost him but, I was

glad that he was not living in pain anymore. I knew that I had to let him go. This is just

like the poem when the girl’s father had to let her_ go.
: | ]
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Robert Reyes
Ms. Izenberg
English 8-Pd.2
4.9.08

“Good Bye”

Now and then kids grow up and leave their parents, and their parents are left alone.
Are you one of the many kids or aduits? In Linda Pastan’s poem “To a daughter leaving
home,” she uses similes to create the theme of the poer@n life you cant always hold on
to your kids you have to let them g@

First, in the poem “To a daughter leaving home” the author uses similes to bring out
tﬁe theme of the poem. In the quote “The hair flapping behind you like a handkerchief

e AU AN

waving goodbye.” The simile used in the quote is trying to show that the daughter is ail
grown up and is walking out the front door. For example a young boy grows up and he is
all packed up and leaving his parents house in a cab,

Secondly, in “To a daughter leaving home™ the author uses extended metaphor to
compare the mother’s emotions to her daughter leaving home. For example, in the quote
“I kept waiting for the thud of your crash as I_sprinted to catch up.” This means that the
father of the daughter is running to catch up so she won’t fall. This is extended metaphor
because the thud meant that she messed up and he wanted to help her up.

Lastly, in the poem “To a daughter leaving home.” The author uses extended _ W/‘]?
-

metaphor for example, in the quote “While you grew smaller with distance, more ngj\}%\;'
breakable” the author is trying to show that the father is going to help her out, Obviously
it is extended metaphor because it is comparing the father and the daughter together,

In conclusion, in the poem “to a daughter leaving home” she uses similes and



hyper to make the theme more clearer and to make it so that the reader can understand it

more. “In life you cant always keep on holding on to your kids you have to let them go.”
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English 8 — pd.4
4.10.08

Someone Always Has To Go

Sometime, there is very hard to letting your important person gets
away form you. In the poem “To A Daughter Leaving Home”, the poet,
Linda Pasten was talk about a scene of a mother’s feeling that her daughter
is leaving her. The author created a mood that is sad; and the author use a
simile and metaphor to create that mood. Illustrate the theme that the sadness
of| when her important person is leaving her alone.

First, the author tries to use a simile to create a touching feeling. “ I
kept waiting for the thud of your crash as I sprinted to catch up”. This quote
can let the reader has a touch feeling. “Pumping, pumping”, those words
mean the mother’s heart is pumping so Fast. So, that show this poem is a

very touching poem because it express the touching feeling of the poem.

Secondly, the anthor uses . create a theme. “The hair flapping behind

you like a hand kerchief waving goodbye.” That quote shows that it is an important
person that is leaving her mother aloné? The quote show that her daughter is leaving her,
~ and the hair is flapping like a hand that waving goodbye. Therefore, the author uses her

simile to show her Theme on every daughter should leave her parent alone.



Lastly, the author (Linda pasta) also uses metaphor to compare with
something. For example, “For your life, screaming with laughter, the hair
flapping behind you likes a handkerchief waving goodbye”. The author use
metaphor to compare with hair and hand. The hair is like a hand that waving
Goodbye to her owned mother.

As you can see, the poem “to the daughter leaving home.” the author
uses simile and metaphor to create a mood and theme. We all know that let
you important persoﬁ leaving you alone. I think the theme of that poem

should be “it is hard to let your important person to leave you alone”.



Malcolm Davis
English 3™ period
Keeping Promises
Imagine you made a promise to a friend or anybody you know, and you know it
will be hard to keep it but‘you swear you’ll keep it, but eventually you break your
promise. Well you might think that it was to much to handle but soon you’ll feel guilty
and that will drive you crazy. In the poem “the cremation of Sam McGee” by Robert W.

Service this same thing almost happened. In the poem a man named Sam McGee went to

Antarctica to search for gold with a friend and ends up asking him to do a pretty creepy

thing, cremate him! NO _L \ A\ »@8 '\5 )

First, Service shows the mood to show how sometimes its hard to keep promises.
This quote show this: “And every day that quiet clay seemed to heavy and heavier grow;
And on I went, though the dogs were spent and the grub was getting low; The trail was
bad, and I feit half mad, but I swore I would not give in; And I’d often sing to the hateful
thing, and it hearkened with a grin.” In this quote it says that he was tired of carrying

Sam’s body but instead of making a grave against Sam’s will he continued his search for

a place to cremate Sam, N {7 m D( L\{ < % .

Second, Service uses a mood on a happier tone, that if you decide to keep your
promise it can lead to good things as this quote illustrates: “Till I came to the marge of
Lake Lebarge, and a derelict there lay; It was jammed in the ice, but I saw in a trice it was
called the “Alice May.” And I looked at it, and I thought a bit, and I looked at my frozen

- chum; Then “Here,” said I, with a sudden cry, “is my cre-ma-tor-ium” In this quote he

©



NO pralysis

finds a place to cremate Sam and he feels qa little happy that he finally found a place to.
Finally, Service uses the@o éhow that when you keep your promises you’ll
make the people you progise happy as this quote illustrates: “And there sat Sam, looking
cool and calm, in ﬁe heart of the furnace roar; And he wore a smile you could see a mile,
and he said: “Please close that door. It’s fine in here, but I greatly fear you’ll let in the
cold and storm, Since I left Plumtree, down in Tennessee, it’s the first time ’ve been
warm.” I this quote the guy has finally cremated Sam, and checks on him and he thinks

Sam tells him to close the door, and he does this with a smile.

NO AN DLHS LS

Overall, Service illustrates that keeping your promise might be hard and not easy
to do but in the end after you’ve carried out your promise it make you and the person you
promised happy. In this world people make promises a don’t keep them for example the
government they tell us what we want to hear carries it out for a little while then all of a
sudden were stuck in so problems like people rioting, trouble with other countries. So in

the end keeping promise can help or hinder your life and others around you.
')VQ W
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LAMAR BUFFIN
MS. IZENBERG “TO A DAUGHTER LEAVING HOME”
ENGLISH CLASS

In the poem A Daughter Leaving Home, Linda Pastan
uses similes to show the mood. First she feels sad and
lonely because she misses her daughter and the good times.
When she say, “the hair flapping behind you like a
handkerchief waving goodbye”. That shows that she didn’t
really want her daughter to leave and when she leaves sad.

| Second, in the poem, A daughter leaving home she
uses personification. To show the mood that she feels.
When she say “a handkerchief waving goodbye”. That
shows that she waving goodbye to her mother., Some
people think that a daughter leaving home is not so bad, but
others think that it is sad and feels like you lost everything.
Through out the whole poem its uses extended metaphor
and she wrote a great poem and a lot of people like it. As
she was getting older her mom felt sadder and sadder every
time she got older because she new that she was going to be .
leaving soon and her mom thought that she grew up so fast.
She was just teaching her how to ride a bike now she is all
grown up. She really didn’t want her to leatmdbut she
to one of those days. Obviously something you might love
can leaveand make your life a little different so in life
when you love someone or something and it leave it can
hurt a Jot.



