Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

8" Grade Response to Literature
Anchor Papers
“The Dancer” Prompt

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment
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8" Grade Response to Literature Anchor Papers:
“Dancer” by Vickie Sears

Title Score Notes

Found 4 An insightful analysis of the story that corresponds to a 4 Advanced in

these ways:

¢ Introduction orients reader to the purpose and topic along with a title,
which alludes to interpretation of story.

e Thesis is compelling (Through dance and discovery of heritage,
Clarissa finds herself.)

o  Well-selected, specific quotations are integrated seamlessly.

s Lively and specific vocabulary, {fixated, timidly, antisocial, belonging)

» Consistent use of academic English language conventions and sentence
variety demonstrate craft of writer.

Anchor selection committee saw this paper as a high 4

People Can 3 Solid writing that corresponds to a 3 Proficient in these ways:
Learn ¢ Interpretation is convincing and thesis is focused (Anything can happen
if you try.)

e Writer connects personally to author’s idea and uses her example to
support thesis.

¢ Though slightly clumsy, effectively uses relevant examples from the
text.

e The essay’s introduction orients the reader and connects to topic,
elaboration in body, and effective end that briefly summarizes and is
call to action,

» language is clear. Some spelling errors {wierd, idle) but errors are
first-draft in nature and do not interfere with meaning.

“In my 2 Writing that corresponds to a 2 Developing:
opinion the e Interpretation is clear and essay offers thesis. (You might be good at
theme of what you least expect.)
the + Introduction provides some connection to the topic, but does not
story....” orient the reader.

o Writing is organized around one or more ideas to support the
interpretation, but the evidence does not fully support thesis.

¢ There are some spelling and language errors and word confusions
(wierd, too.)

» Sentences and language are mostly simple.

“The story 1 The writing corresponds to a 1 Emerging because:

Dancer is » There is no interpretation; it’s just a summary.
about a o Lack of awareness about the important versus insignificant details to
girl...” include in summary.

» Writing is incomplete. There is no conclusion.
o Organization is unclear.
» Consistent spelling errors; contains runs-on sentences.




