Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

7™ Grade Persuasive Anchor Papers
Banning Cell Phones Prompt

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment
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7t" Grade Persuasive Essay Anchor Papers

Cell Phone Prompt

Paper Score | Annotations
M 4 Clear, straightforward persuasive writing that
corresponds to a 4 Advanced for these reasons:
We Need Our
Phones « Language is precise and lively (vital, on a lighter
note, of course there are downsides...}

. Position is fully developed with reasonable and
strategic support for position that builds on
arguments (/n addition to, along with....)

« Writing shows awareness of audience and provides a
thorough response to counter arguments.

. Sentences are varied. Clear control of conventions
though there are a few errors that are first draft in
nature and some issues with pronouns.

X 3 Writing that supports a clear position and corresponds

School Cell to a 3 Proficient for these reasons:

Phones? Yes or

No « Presentation is straightforward and introduction is
compelling. (I believe that cell phones should at
least be allowed on campus.)

. Reasons are clear and supported with evidence,
personal anecdote adds support for position

« Writer shows awareness of audience and responds to
some counter arguments

. Language is clear and straightforward; sentence
types are somewhat varied.

«  Writing shows control of conventions though there
are some spelling errors (asma, benifits, conviences,
dissturbance,) they do not interfere with meaning.

R 2 Writing presents a position and corresponds to a 2

“They should let
us have
phones...”

Developing for these reasons:

. Position becomes confusing and is diluted by
proposition and contrast to anti-electronics ban.

« Reasons insufficiently support position and the
development is weak. Position and proposal are
restated with no additional support for position.

. Writing lacks sentence variety. Lack of transition
words disrupts flow of writing.

. Writing lacks audience awareness and moves shifts
voices from address to general audience to an




address to the school’s principal. The writer
recognizes counter argument (I agree a lot that
electronics steals our education,) but does not
respond to counter argument.

+ Sentences are complete and language is general.

« Significant spelling errors, but they do not interfere
with meaning.

U

“l don’t agree
with this
opinion...”

Writing that corresponds to a ‘1’ Emerging:

. The position is vague and the topic is difficult to
identify without an orientation. (I don’t agree with
this opinion....)

» The argument is a repetitive ramble and the
position shifts as writer thinks through his or her
ideas. The writer runs out of steam and concludes
abruptly, (I think that this all | gotta say.)

. Topic is difficult to determine

. lLacks reader awareness

. Errors and lack of organization make the writing
difficult to understand.




