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6™ Grade Expository Anchor Papers: Tech Tool

Title

Score

Notes

“There are

many “tech

tools” | use
all the
time...”

4

Well-organized and informative explanation of a “tool that | literally
couldn’t live without”: a pump. Expository writing that corresponds to
a 4 Advanced in the following ways:

« Introduction moves from many “tech tools” that the writer could “live
without” to the one that this writer considers indispensable. This is an
effective and engaging way to begin. Readers want to learn more about
this pump.

= Writing is organized around a succinct explanation of how the pump
works, how the writer learned about the pump and why it’s so
important. The writer is an expert on this tech tool and can provide
relevant and specific information to develop the description and
explanation,

» Specific vocabulary (insulin, tubing, glucose, vibrates, program)
makes operation of pump clear; strategically-varied sentence types
provide details, express enthusiasm, describe background and history,
address reader directly (final paragraph)

» Writing shows clear, confident control of writing conventions though
there are a few minor errors

“In my
opinion, the
internet..”

Writer identifies the internet as a useful tech tool and takes somne risks
in selecting a service rather than a concrete object which is easier to
describe. Organized presentation of information corresponds to a 3
Proficient:

« Introduction presents internet as topic

« Writing explains versatility of internet and briefly describes how the
internet works; personal experience with tech tool is engaging

» Writer addresses reader directly and in third person which may be
inconsistent for some readers

» Language is fluent and conversational; sentence types vary

» Several errors but they do not interfere with meaning

“Out of all
the things
that are fun
to do...”

Writing about video games by an expert, so details are relevant and
specific. This piece corresponds to a 2 Developing:

» Main idea (“video games are fun”) is presented at the beginning of
the piece and writer’s enthusiasm is evident

» Most of essay consists of details (some relating to each other) about
video games, almost an inventory of everything the writer know about
them; ideas do not appear to be organized in any particular way and
there is no conclusion

» General vocabulary; mostly complete sentences

» No distracting errors in mechanics

“When |
woke up..”

A “1” that is Emerging because although the piece includes lots of
information, it is difficult to determine the topic:

» Topic is difficult to identify: is it a toy? A camera?

« Writing is presented in paragraphs that are not topic driven

» Sentences include many mistakes and make meaning unclear

» Many errors in conventions make this piece difficult to understand
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