Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

6 Grade Expository Anchor Papers
Problem Students Face Prompt

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
| administration of the Process Writing Assessment
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6" Grade Expository Anchor Papers: A Problem Middle School Students Face

Title

Score

Notes

Middle School
Gossip

4

Entertaining expository writing that corresponds to a 4
Advanced in the following ways:

Thesis is presented in an engaging way and introduction grabs
reader’s attention.

Ideas are well developed and organized and transitions add to
the effectiveness of the writing.

Relevant personal anecdote provides support for thesis.
Language is precise and lively with (rumors, embarrassed,
gossip, nosy, experiences.)

Writing shows awareness of audience and direct address to
audience adds to the rhetorical effectiveness of the piece.
There are few errors in spelling and conventions that are
“first-draft” in nature.

“How would
you feel if
every day you
go to schoot....”

Clear and organized writing that corresponds to a 3 Proficient
in the following ways:

»

Topic and thesis are clearly presented: “Well I am going to be
talking about one major middle school issue: crowds.”
Writing has a clear beginning, middle and conclusion, though
conclusion is underdeveloped. |deas are supported with
relevant details and examples

Word choice is specific: trampled, conflict. Sentence
structure is varied.

Errors in spelling and conventions don’t interfere with
meaning

Have you been
discriminated
yes or no?

Thesis and ideas presented, but underdeveloped in the writing
that corresponds to a 2 Developing:

Important ideas about a significant problem are presented,
but ideas are not supported with details or details are
unclear. _

Language is general and somewhat repetitive; student starts
each paragraph with a question.

Student struggles with variations of the word discrimination.
Errors in spelling, grammar and conventions interfere with
meaning; the reader often has to re-read sentences in order
to understand

Raisim

A “1” that is Emerging because the purpose is unclear and
writing is confusing:

Introduction is hard to distinguish and there is no clear thesis.
Writer confuses components of essay with content of writing
{My introduction is an important problem....)

Errors in conventions make the writing difficult te understand
Writing is not organized into clear sentences or paragraphs
and the development of ideas is limited and hard to decipher.




