Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

Process Writing Assessment

5" Grade Annotated Anchor Papers
Winter Prompt: Descriptive Essay
“My Neighborhood”
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5t Grade PWA: Descnptwe Writing
' Winter Anchor Paper—Neighborhood
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Neighborhood

Score Level 4

“Most of the time when you walk...”
What makes it a 4?

The author of this essay immediately engages the reader with & clear and
compelling controlling idea: my neighborhood is weird because somebody is
watching you all the time. The author leads up to the idea in an interesting
way by using the technique of contrasting his neighborhood with others. The
essay follows a clear organizational structure, with two supporting
paragraphs between the introductory and concluding paragraphs. The
supporting paragraphs begin with clear topic sentences—*“nice people” and
“useful stores”—while supporting evidence presented relates directly back
to the controlling idea of the essay. The author deliberately sets a tone of
casual and direct address, and creates a specific sense of audience by
renaming the neighbor “Miss Ruth,” implying that identities must be hidden
from a reader who might sometime visit the neighborhood.

Clear language identifies the shops described in paragraph three—Chinese
restaurant, animal care center, and car fixing shop—although “car repair
shop” would have been more precise in the latter case. There is one example
of vivid sensory details (“the smell of steamed dumplings and fried
wontons”), which interestingly echo the examples of descriptive language in
the assessment materials. Given the richness of language modeled in the
assessment materials, the author of this essay could have worked harder to
paint a vivid picture of his neighborhood. A longer essay would have also
done a better job of anticipating and answering the reader’s questions; for an
author of this caliber one page is a minimal quantity of writing.

The author maintains clear control of conventions throughout the essay.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 4.
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Neighborhood

Score Level 3

“I live on a street that is a dead end...”’

What makes it a2 3?

The author of this essay provides a clear controlling idea in the introductory
paragraph. Since the idea is suggested in the assessment materials, it is
slightly less engaging than an original idea would be, but the author does a
good job providing specific and interesting evidence to support her idea. The
organizational structure of the essay is strong. Three supporting paragraphs
offer topic sentences—playing in the street, animals and friends—that the
author relates back to the controlling idea and brackets with infroductory and
concluding paragraphs. Sentences are varied although the variations do not
really excite the reader because of overuse of the passive tense. In several
places throughout the essay, vivid descriptions enliven the text: the idea of
an imaginary gate, the image of children laughing and screaming on a green
go-cart, and the visits of little Daisy, just a doorbell and a giggle.

The author demonstrates good control of conventions, although the writing
takes few risks in vocabulary or grammatical structure. The few errors in
spelling and grammar (“remeber,” “neighbor...are”) do not interfere with
meaning.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.



5th Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Winter Anchor Paper—Neighborhood

Score Level: 2
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Neighborhood

Score Level 2

“The life in my neighborhood”

What makes it a 2?

The controlling idea of this essay is vague and must be interpreted by the
reader based on evidence. The closest the author comes to stating an explicit
controlling idea is in the sentence, “In my neighborhood it’s calm
sometimes, which does not appear until the third paragraph. Although the
writing is organized into indented paragraphs, the essay lacks a clear
beginning and end. Paragraphs two, three and four have topics (food, office
supply store, and the house) but no topic sentences, leaving the reader to fill
in the organizational gaps. The onus on the reader to grasp the author’s point
indicates the author’s lack of a clear sense of audience.

Although there are some descriptive images—green grass, fresh air, kids
playing and screaming, smell of delicious food—they are general rather than
specific and lively. Sentence type and structure are very repetitive; with the
exception of a poorly executed attempt at dialogue, there is no variation
from the declarative sentence. Most sentences begin with “In my
neighborhood...” or “When...”

The author demonstrates only limited control of conventions, and errors
often do interfere with meaning. The homonym there/there is consistently
misspelled, grammar is often confusing and references are frequently
omitted. Although penmanship is neat, inadequate spacing makes the writing
sometimes difficult to read fluently.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Neighborhood

Seore Level 1

“And my neighborhood”

What makes ita 1?

This essay consists of a repetitive recitation of activities, with an unclear
topic and no controlling idea whatsoever. Although the text is broken up into
paragraph-like blocks, and each “paragraph” follows a general and unstated
topic, the topics repeat themselves from one paragraph to another in a
circular and illogical manner. The author offers no introduction, transitions
or conclusion to guide the reader. The language is vague, simple and
repetitive; heavy reliance on “and,” “I like” and “I play” indicate a very
limited vocabulary. There are many incomplete and run-on sentences. The
author includes no sensory details.

Although the writing is legible, it veers back and forth from printing to
cursive, with imprecise margins. Misspellings often interfere with meaning
(e.g. “got” for “go”, “Borther” for “brother,” “Gam, “vill,” etc.). Capital
letters intrude in the middle of sentences. Sentences are not capitalized and
the author only punctuates the ends of paragraphs.

The prepanderance of evidence indicates a score of 1.



