Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

Process Writing Assessment

5" Grade Annotated Anchor Papers
Spring Prompt: Descriptive Essay
“A Secret of My School”

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment




5t Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Spring Anchor Paper—The Secret of My School

Score Level: 4
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—The Secret of My School

Score Level 4

“The Secret of My School”

What makes it a 4?

The student has a clear focus on the library at her school. The
presentation of the controlling idea includes parents as well as students in
the essay. The parents are being let in on the secret and the students already
know about it. The student then develops three paragraphs that support her
idea of the library as a great place. Each paragraph deals in detail with a
specific aspect of the library: the student perspective that includes having
“lots of freedom to look for books:, the choice of books which are available,
and the librarian who is knowledgeable and strict “without being mean”. The
organization is clear and well-developed. Both the introduction and
conclusion state the controlling idea.

The student has an excellent conclusion that includes figurative
language. The choice of language and varied sentence structure keep the
audience engaged and show mastery of both content and conventions. The
very last sentence reengages the audience as the student encourages a “visit
(to) our secret reading place.”

The student has excellent control of writing conventions. There is one
incomplete sentence in the second paragraph, but the rest of the essay is so
strong that it probably is first-draft in nature. There is correct use of spelling
patterns, grammar and punctuation.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 4.



Spring Anchor Paper—The Secret of My School

5t Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing

Score Level: 3
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—The Secret of My School

Score Level 3

“Hidden Places”

What makes it a 3?

The student has presented a controlling idea about secret places in the
school that are hidden behind doors. This idea is developed by the
description of three different places that are behind doors which are not
readily accessible to students: the balcony, the custodial supply rooms, and
the family resource room. The student describes each room and what she
has seen behind those doors. While these ideas are all thematically related
(doors), the use of multiple places generalizes the essay. The student might
have done a better job if she had just picked one place behind the “hidden
door”, instead of three.

She shows a sense of awareness of her audience, telling “outsiders” to
explore these closed doors. She repeats this challenge at the end of her essay
and, again, encourages this exploration. While she has written a substantial
amount, she does not take any risks with complex vocabulary or sentence
structure. The words she uses are all commonly known to fifth graders.

The student has a solid grasp of the use of conventions. She shows in
various places attempts to revise her essay to clarify for her readers. She
also attempts to improve her writing to make it more legible. The errors in
spelling and punctuation are minor and do not interfere with understanding
the essay.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.



5t Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing

Spring Anchor Paper—The Secret of My School

Score Level: 2
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—The Secret of My School

Score Level 2

“My School Garden”
What makes ita 2?

The student introduces his idea of the school secret with an interesting
hook. He states that what most people assume is important is not the real
secret. However, the mistakes (really/real) and omissions (important or
interesting) make the first paragraph difficult to understand. The second and
third paragraphs are related to the garden. However, it is unclear whether the
focus should be on the plants (paragraph one) or the garden (paragraphs two
and three). The organization gets further confiised by the introduction of the
ghosts in the fourth paragraph. The student finishes that paragraph by
writing about trees. He concludes with a series of incomplete sentences. In
general, the organization and lack of focus of ideas make this essay below
grade level in achievement.

The errors that this student shows are not in spelling but in sentence
structure. He does not seem to have mastered that subject and predicate
need to be present and in agreement in each sentence. Without this basic
structure, his work is difficult to understand. Because there are no obvious
attempts to edit or revise, it is unclear if the student would have noticed
these errors. It would be interesting to see if he notices the mistakes on his
own when he rereads his essay.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.



5t Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Spring Anchor Paper—The Secret of My School

Score Level: 1
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Fifth Grade PWA: Descriptive Writing
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—The Secret of My School

Score Level 1

“In My School”

What makes ita 1?

The student presents a controlling idea about a man at his school, but
then he deviates to introduce many other ways that his friends and his school
are great. He talks about class pets and hidden places and people in the
school. He appears to be writing this for the Kindergarteners at his school.
He is obviously unclear about what is his controlling idea and jumps around
with a multitude of ideas, changing his focus from “best” to “hiddin”. Since
the focus vacillates, the organization is lacking also.

The conventions in this essay are not at grade level and make it
difficult to understand the author’s message. Basic skills like capitalizing
the beginning of sentences are missing. There is confusion with to/too. The
word “greet”/great is repeated and misspelled each time.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 1.



