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Process Writing Assessment

4™ Grade Annotated Anchor Papers
Winter Prompt: Response to Literature
“Who’s the Cleverest?”

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment




4h Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Winter Anchor Paper—Who is the Cleverest?

Score Level: 4
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Who is the Cleverest?

Score Level 4

““Who is the Cleverest’ is about an old father...”

What makes it a 4?

This paper consistently exceeds grade level writing standards in both content
and conventions of print. The author presents a clearly stated main idea in
the introductory paragraph, supports the idea with specific evidence from the
reading and from personal experience in successive paragraphs and neatly
concludes with a summarized explanation of the main idea. It is clear from
her essay that the author firmly understands the literary work she analyzes.

The author maintains fluid and legible cursive throughout the three pages of
text. She appropriately uses quotation marks to identify the title of the piece
of literature. Paragraphs are properly indented and well-defined. Her writing
consistently demonstrates a clear control of conventions of spelling and
grammar, and the rare errors do not interfere with meaning.

Although the language is precise and clear, this essay does not offer
examples of exceptionally vivid or lively language, even when opportunities
present themselves (such as describing the potential future of the two
unfortunate brothers). An important point to note in regards to language is
that the reading itself does not offer many examples of vivid language, and
this may account for its lack in the student’s response.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 4.
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Who is the Cleverest?

Score Level 3

“The Story The Cleverest is about a father...”

What makes it a 3?

This author demonstrates a clear understanding of the reading’s main idea—
the answers to problems are not always obvious, and thinking things over
can help one solve a problem cleverly. The paper is mostly focused around
the main idea, but towards the middle and end degenerates into a retelling of
the story; although events referenced do support the essay’s main idea, the
author does not specifically explain these references or link them to his main
idea. The summary of the reading is complete, but no references to personal
experience are included. The essay lacks a concluding paragraph.

The author maintains fluid and legible cursive throughout the three pages of
text. The title of the reading is incorrectly cited, but capitalized and
underlined. Paragraphs are properly indented and well-defined. Language is
clear. The writing consistently demonstrates a clear control of conventions
of spelling and grammar, and the occasional errors do not interfere with
meaning.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Who is the Cleverest?

Score Level 2

“At the beginning of the story...”

What makes it a 2?

The language of this essay is clear but the ideas are confusing. The author
does not have consistent control of her paragraphs; she fails to clearly
present a main idea in her introduction and the essay completely lacks a
conclusion. Instead, the author circles around her main idea, repeatedly
restating and even changing it, and interspersing references to the text that
are incomplete and a little unclear. Important details from the reading are
missing and support for the main idea is therefore weak. Sentence variation
is minimal, with many sentences beginning, “The author...” or “The
youngest brother...”.

The tiile is underlined but not capitalized. Although this author’s control of
conventions is not up to grade level standards (imprecise margins, failure to
indent paragraphs, deterioration into non-academic English in the last
sentence, incorrect punctuation of dialogue}), the errors do not interfere with
meaning.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.



4t Grade PWA: Response to Literature

Winter Anchor Paper—Who is the Cleverest?

Score Level: 1
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—Who is the Cleverest?

Score Level 1

“Who is the cleveret is a story...”

What makesita 1?

The author of this essay not only lacks an understanding of the reading’s
main idea, but also gives evidence of frank misreading of the literature (i.e.
substituting “king” for “father”). Although the author attempts to mimic
paragraphs by separating blocks of text, there is in fact no organizational
structure and no presentation of a main idea of the essay. Parts of a retelling
are included, but they are indiscriminately selected and presented in a
circular, confusing sequence. Important details (such as the task assigned
and the actions of the older brothers) are completely missing.

Although the title of the literature is underlined it is not capitalized. Spacing
between letters and poorly formed letters sometimes make the piece difficult
to read. None of the sentences are capitalized, and the piece includes
incomplete sentences. Spelling is generally correct, but the author takes no
risks with language. The few spelling errors that exist are alarming: the word
“cleverest” which is available for the student to copy from the assessment
materials, is consistently misspelled. Also, the word “boys” is incorrectly
written as a possessive (“boy’s”).

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 1. Further assessment
and intense intervention in reading and writing are recommended for this
student.



