Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

Process Writing Assessment

4™ Grade Annotated Anchor Papers
Fall Prompt: Response to Literature
“Arella’s Answers”
“The Ant and the Grasshopper”

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature

Annotated Anchor Papers
Fall

Score Level 4

“The Ant and the Grasshopper”

What makes it a 4?

This author uses the structure of the literary text to control the structure of
her own essay. She begins with a one-sentence summary of the story, then
goes on to describe the main characters. Her summary aptly paraphrases the
main events of the story and includes significant details, including one direct
quote. Her language is vivid and interesting, including precise verbs, nouns
and adjectives (hard-working, lazy, organized, determined, remarks,
concerned, quickly, maple, etc.). She supports her main idea that
“people/animals who plan ahead will not have to deal with as many
problems” both through her summary of the reading and the connection she
makes to buying blankets in anticipation of a cold night. The essay ends with
a strong conclusion that clearly restates and extends the message of the text
to a real world application.

Although the author fails to state the main idea of the reading at the
beginning of the essay, by the end of the piece she’s discussed it thoroughly
and her understanding of the literary text is clear. Although her use of
conventions is sometimes inconsistent (a few misspellings, failure to include
an end quote, misuse of the semi-~colon), most of her errors are first draft in
nature and do not interfere with meaning. Furthermore, she demonstrates a
fairly sophisticated use of editing marks in an initial attempt to address her
errors. The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of four.
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature

Annotated Anchor Papers
Fall

Score Level 3

“The Ant and the Grasshopper”

What makes ita3?

The author begins with a clear introduction that demonstrates a general
understanding of the reading’s main idea; however, this understanding fails
to extend the main idea beyond the characters of the story. The
organizational structure of the essay is sound, with an introductory and
concluding paragraph, and three supporting paragraphs which all reinforce
the main idea of the story.

'The author paraphrases events of the story nicely in his suramary, although
the third paragraph presents a repetitive detail of the story without really
building on his main idea or deepening his examination of the text. There is
no connection made between the text and the author’s personal experience.

Language is clear, sentences nicely varied in length and structure, and the
control of conventions ensures that the author’s meaning is clear. The
preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature

Annotated Anchor Papers
Fall

Score Level 2

“Arella’s Answers”

What makes it a 2?

The complete lack of an introduction and conclusion to this essay makes it
impossible for the reader to discern that the purpose of the piece is literary analysis.
The author demonstrates her limited understanding of the reading’s main idea
entirely through her selection of story events to retell. Although she does choose
events and details from the text that basically summarize the story for the reader,
she does not explicate or elaborate on the text in any way. The essay consists of
substantial copying.

Conventions are generally in place, with only one misspelling that does not interfere
with meaning; however, the author is not able to use quotation marks to grade level

standards. Language is very simple, and sentences vary some but repeat themselves
from paragraph to paragraph.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature

Annotated Anchor Papers
Fall

Score Level 1

“A very busy ant...”

What makesita 1?

This author makes no attempt to establish the purpose of this essay as a response to
literature. Although the author attempts to summarize the reading, it consists
primarily of substantial copying and offers a very incomplete version of the story.
Furthermore, the incompleteness of the retelling combined with the general
conclusion indicates that the author probably failed to understand the main idea of
the reading. The conclusion offers some statements that the author could have
substantiated with textual examples or personal experience but didn’t.

The essay includes one incomplete sentence where the author simply failed to
complete a thought, leaving the reader hanging. Otherwise, the author demonstrates
some control of conventions, with few misspellings. Dialogue is not correctly
punctuated.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 1.



