Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

Process Writing Assessment

3" Grade Annotated Anchor Papers
Winter Prompt: Narrative Fiction
“What If....?"

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment




3rd Grade PWA: Narrative Fiction
Winter Anchor Paper—What If...?
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capture readers’
attention.
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Dialogue
incorporated
naturally into story
to introduce
character and
provide good
pacing.
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Rare misspellings
are typical first-
draft errors.
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Names,
descriptions and
details convey
strong sense of
setting.

- | Well-chosen details 7
develop plot.

punctuation.

Sophisticated l



Story organized
into natural
paragraphs even
though they are
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Word choice,
pacing, varied
sentence struciure
and dialogue all
work together to
create a deliberate
fone.
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Story unfolds inan |

elegant,
suspenseful and
satisfying way.
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Lively word choices
and vivid sensory
details support
unified impression
of people, places, k

things and
experiences.




Third Grade PWA: Narrative Fiction
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—What If...?

Score Level 4

“The Magic Harp”

What makes it a 4?

This multiple-page story begins with a compelling hook: “Martaga had one
thing more valuable than gold: harps.” The author introduces two richly
conceived characters through their actions, descriptions and dialogue.
Creative place names and lively, interesting descriptive language convey a
strong sense of time and place. Sentences are deliberately and effectively
varied, with dialogue producing a nice pace. With the meeting of Amala and
the ghost of King Arad, the story immediately hints at an engaging conflict.
Although the author does not have time to complete the story, the reader is
left with complete confidence that expectations for plot complications and
resolution will be fulfilled in a satisfying way.

The language in this piece is particularly outstanding. Vivid verbs (hollered,
bumped, spun), sophisticated adjectives (clammy, weathered, damp, musty,
slime-covered, mossy) and precise nouns (sockets, thunder) create strong
images without slowing the pace.

The failings in conventions of print can be attributed to first draft errors.
Penmanship and spacing are somewhat imprecise, but the writing is still
perfectly legible. The author correctly punctuates dialogue on the first page,
uses commas correctly in a series, properly employs sophisticated
punctuation such as colons, and often indents paragraphs. Spelling errors are
rare, and the circled word gives evidence of the author’s intent and capacity
to edit.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 4.
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Score Level: 3

Information
revealed shows
awareness of
audience—author
anticipates and
answers readers’
questions.
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Preliminary editing
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of grade-level
spelling and that
most orthographic
errors are first draft
in nature.
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Third Grade PWA: Narrative Fiction
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—What If...?

Score Level 3

“The Bizarre House on Maple Street”

What makes it a 3?

Multiple pages of writing expand on an engaging narrative with some well-
chosen details, such as what the protagonist packs to take with her to the
Reaper’s house and the brief interchange between the protagonist and her
mother. Dialogue serves to develop character and also provides welcome
sentence variety from the strong narrative voice. Concrete sensory details
such as the onomatopoeia on page two and the description of the cell phone
help ground the reader in the unfolding action. The author is beginning to
experiment with variety in her transitions; she relies most heavily on “So...”
but also uses “And then one day...” and “but before I go...” on page one.
The author also shows an awareness of her audience through the information
she chooses to include, anticipating her readers’ questions about character
and setting (e.g. the sentences, “Anyway, well hi my name is Julia, Julia
Toshi,” and “The Reaper family live one house away from my house...”).

Spelling, although somewhat inconsistent, demonstrates a grade-level grasp
of orthographic patterns when initial editing is taken into account. Printing is
legible with good margins and spacing. Almost without exception, a variety
of sentences are correctly punctuated; errors are first-draft in nature. Some
grammatical errors result from the colloquial tone of the writing, but overall,
the preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.
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Missing and
misspelled words
occasionally
interfere with
understanding.
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Third Grade PWA: Narrative Fiction
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—What If...?

Score Level 2

“The Mad Clouds”
What makes it a 2?

The author tells a story in a full page of writing, using many complex
sentences and including dialogue. The author employs a variety of
transttions, such as “ But suddenly...” and “At first...” A few descriptive or
specific words are scattered throughout the piece (such as “sunny,” “kind,”
“wreck,” and “drained’) but they are sparse and not particularly evocative.
Most words are spelled conventionally, including regular and high-
frequency words, but a number of misspellings are below grade level,
including “their/there,” “alot” and “to/too.” These might be attributed to first
draft errors; however, there is little evidence of attentive editing.
Penmanship is legible and margins are adequate. There are a few run-on
sentences which might also be attributed to first draft errors, especially as
they occur in the second paragraph when the author might have been feeling
rushed for time.

In order to score a 3, this author would have to expand significantly on her
story with some well-chosen details. She would also need to fill in missing
information to create a more seamiess narrative for her audience. Attention
to grammar and spelling, the elimination of run-on sentences, as well as the
addition of more concrete sensory details to better describe setting and
character would propel this piece to a score of 3.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.
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Subject and verb do
not agree.
Misspellings
interfere with
understanding.
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Third Grade PWA: Narrative Fiction
Annotated Anchor Paper

Winter—What If...?

Score Level 1

“The People and the Rock”

What makesita 1?

Although the author produces more than half a page of writing, the ideas are -
pretty unclear. The author writes as though he is describing the outline of an
existing story rather than inventing his own. Sentence structure is simple and
repetitive: “The problem was...” “The rock was...” “The main characters
are...” etc. Ideas are disordered, with the revelation of the setting—crucial to
understanding how the (skipped) rock keeps coming back—occurring almost
as an afterthought at the end of the piece. Spelling errors are common and
interfere with the reader’s understanding (i.e. “camet” and “cipes”). The
author’s sense of phonics rules are still underdeveloped for this grade level.
Sentences are capitalized and punctuated correctly, with no run-on
sentences. Penmanship is legible with acceptable spacing and margins.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 1.



