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Third Grade PWA: Expository Letter
Annotated Anchor Paper

Fall—Mystery Pen Pals

Score Level 4

“Hello! It’s me!”

What makes it a 4?

This author coherently and thoroughly addresses the topic of describing
himself. He organizes his letter into a very satisfying progression of
logically-sequences paragraphs, beginning with an introduction that
introduces the purpose of the letter in a playful and inviting way. He
continues with a long second paragraph that includes many well-chosen
details, such as his heritage, interests, appearance, family, favorites, and a
very intriguing reference to the time he “changed his friend’s mind in first
grade.” His introductory paragraph includes a topic sentence, multiple
supporting sentences and a concluding sentence, and his final paragraph
restates the purpose of the letter and presents the fascinating detail of all.

At regular points throughout the letter, the author directly addresses the
reader, varying sentence structure and length to draw our attention
deliberately to these moments (i.e. “Okay?” and “Now I am coming towards
the closing...”). The conventions of this letter are nearly flawless, and any
errors are first-draft in nature (e.g. missing comma in salutation,
penmanship) or do not interfere with meaning (e.g. “Berkly”). The author is
not yet using some of the more sophisticated conventions of the Score Level
4, such as colons, ellipses, or dialogue, but it is still early in the year.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 4.
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Third Grade PWA: Expository Letter
Annotated Anchor Paper

Fall—Mystery Pen Pals

Note: This writing sample is from a second grader in a 2/3 class who
completed the 3™ grade Fall PWA. For assessment purposes, students
should always be evaluated using the appropriate grade level rubric (in this
case, the 2" Grade Rubric), even when completing a PWA from another
grade level. Because this paper scores at a Level 3 on the 3™ Grade Rubric
as well, it was included with this set of anchor papers.

Score Level 3

“Hil It’s nice to be writing to you!”
What makes it a 37

The paragraph begins by establishing the purpose of the letter (i.e. “...you
are going to guess who I am!”), and continues with a logical progression of
well-chosen, relevant details. The length of the piece (1 ¥z pages) allows
author to include concrete sensory details and descriptive language (e.g.
“Bakugan under the table,” “lava hot red,” “swimming fish”) throughout the
piece. He uses a transition effectively in the middle of the letter—
“Something that’s weird about me...”——to reestablish a connection with the
reader, drawing our attention with the change in sentence structure. The final
sentence refers again to the purpose of the letter and provides an effective
concluding sentence for the paragraph.

All the elements of a friendly letter are in place and correctly used. The
penmanship is legible and the spelling almost flawless. The rarity of errors
indicates that these misspellings (“my self,” swiming,” “ultamate") are most
likely first-draft in nature, and in any case do not interfere with meaning.
The slight overuse of the exclamation point and the failure to capitalize a
nationality are grade-level appropriate this early in the year.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.
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Third Grade PWA: Expository Letter
Annotated Anchor Paper

Fall—Mystery Pen Pals

Score Level 2

“Tamagirl.”

What makes it a 2?

A substantial amount of writing expresses a clear idea about the topic, but
communicates no sense of the purpose of the letter. The author is describing
herself, but not in the context of the guessing game established by the
prompt. Sentences are fairly simple and very repetitive. Most elements of a
friendly letter are present, but commas are missing from both the salutation
and closing. The author includes specific nouns such as “turtles” and
“goldfish,” but no descriptive language. Most words are conventionally
spelled, although some common words (“famaly” and “tow”) are misspelled.
There are no run-on sentences.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.
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Third Grade PWA: Expository Letter
Annotated Anchor Paper

Fall—Mystery Pen Pals

Score Level 1

“I am so excited I can’t wait.”

What makesita 1?

The author describes herself without establishing a purpose, context or
audience for the letter. The writing is minimal, and includes some elements
of a friendly letter, but these elements are confused and misplaced on an
upside-down piece of prompt paper. The langnage and sentence structure are
simple and repetitive. Spelling is flawless, and the inclusion of the correctly-
spelled words “Tetherball” and “Monkey bars” indicates a good sense of
spelling patterns that may serve this author well when she ventures into
more descriptive and risky vocabulary. Errors in convention include the
missing period in the first sentence, the improper capitalization of the names
of the games, and lack of adequate spacing between some words and
sentences. The penmanship is legible.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 1.



