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Peer Review of Response to Literature Essay 

 
Introduction 
1.  Is there a sentence that makes a generalization?   yes  no 
2.  Does this sentence make the reader want to continue reading? yes  no 
3.  Is the title capitalized and italicized or underlined?  yes  no 
4.  Is the author’s name included?     yes  no 
5.  Is some background information about the book given?  yes  no 
6.  What is the thesis statement? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
7.  Is the thesis clear and provable?  Does the writer point to at least two things that s/he 
is going to prove?  If not, what would make the thesis clearer? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Body 
1.  What is the writer attempting to prove in the first body paragraph? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
2.  Does the writer use a quotation to prove this point?  yes  no 
3.  Does the writer set-up the quotation with at least one sentence? yes  no 
4.  Does the writer follow the quotation with an explanation  
and interpretation?       yes  no 
5.  What is the writer attempting to prove in the second body paragraph? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
6.  Does the writer use a quotation to prove this point?  yes  no 
7.  Does the writer set-up the quotation with at least one sentence? yes  no 
8.  Does the writer follow the quotation with an explanation  
and interpretation?       yes  no 
9. What is the writer attempting to prove in the third body paragraph? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
10.  Does the writer use a quotation to prove this point?  yes  no 
11.  Does the writer set-up the quotation with at least one sentence?yes  no 
12.  Does the writer follow the quotation with an explanation  
and interpretation?       yes  no 
Overall, how well-structured and convincing is the argument (thesis)? 
    1 2 3 4 5 
  wandering/unfocused   direct, logical flows 
 



Conclusion 
13.  Does the writer sum-up the paper’s argument?   yes  no 
14.  What is the writer’s so-what sentence? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
15.  Does the last sentence touch the reader and leave us thinking? yes  no 
 
Overall, does the essay end with a clearly stated conclusion that is connected to the rest 
of the essay? 
    1 2 3 4 5 
  unclear, not connected  logical and clearly stated 
 
Craft 
16.  The essay touches the reader – through its boldness, beauty, sensitivity or passion.  If 

not, how could the writer improve this? 
________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

17.  The writer uses new vocabulary.     yes  no 
18.  The writer embedded quotations into the fabric of his/her essay.yes  no 
19.  The writer uses a variety of sentence structures.   yes  no 
20.  The writer connects ideas with thoughtful transitions.  yes  no 
21.  The writer’s voice is clearly authoritative and committed. yes  no 
 
 Correctness: 
22.  This essay has been edited for spelling errors.   yes  no 
23.  Sentence fragments and run-on sentences have been corrected. yes  no 
24.  Subject-verb agreement has been checked.   yes  no 
25.  Verb tense consistence has been checked.   yes  no 
26.  Correct use of commas has been checked   yes  no 
 
 
Final Comments: 
Write a positive comment about this writer’s paper: 
 
 


